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“Modhu was a genius. Even his foibles and eccentricities had a
touch of romance, and a taste of ‘the attic salt’ that made them savoury

and sweet.”
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@3 arfeer | te@mw 57 feta, “Modu was the Jupiter.” tortamm oo,
“..nevertheless he was undeniably the Jupiter among the bright stars of
the college.” $Wdr ©RW,
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“I am reading Tom Moore’s Life of my favourite Byron—a splendid
book upon my word! Oh! how should I like to see you writing my

life if I happen to be a great poet—which I am almost sure I shall be
if I can go to England.”
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“I am come nearer that sea which will perhaps see me at a period

(which I hope is not far off) ploughing its bosom for England’s
glorious shore.”
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“He called upon one day and introduced himself to me as a religious
inquirer almost persuaded to be a Christian. After two or three inter-
views and a great deal of conversation, I was impressed with the belief

that his desire of becoming a Christian was scarcely, greater than his
desire of a voyage to England.”
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“He used always to tell me that he would rather die a Benedict than -
wed an ‘illierate, uneducated, unsympathetic’ girl and in those days
an educated female was a rara avis in our society, the one solitary
exception being in the family of a native Christian Clergyman; but
his hopes in that quarter, if any, were nipped in the bud.”
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“Here (Bishop's College) he remained for four years, and learnt

Greek and Latin. In this college his reading was extensive and

multifarious.”
[ “Lives of Eminent Men” : Ramchandra Ghosh]
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“He was a person of great intellectual power,—somewhat flying in

his imagination, strong in his opinions and sentiments, of an indepen-
dent mind and very tenacious of personal rights.”
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“...When I left Calcutta, I was half mad with vexation and anxiety.”
[ #fa7 *mn]
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“As an occasional exercise and proof of his proficiency in the lan-
guage, such specimens may be allowed. But he could render far greater
service to his country and have a better chance of achieving a lasting
reputation for himself, if he will employ the taste and talents, which
he has cultivated by the study of English, in improving the Standard
and adding to the stock of the poems of his own language,. .
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“...can’t you send me a copy of the Bengali translation of the
Mahabharut by Casidoss as well as a ditto of the Ramayana,—Serampore
edition. I am losing my Bengali faster than I can mention. Won't
you oblige me, old friend, eh, old Gour Das Bysack ?”

WU PR 8 NI I, 2ed {9, 713 svms «3io foisrs omexe
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Perhaps you do not know that I devote several hours daily to Tamil.
My life is more busy than that of a School boy. Here is my routine :
6 to 8 Hebrew, 8 to 12 School, 12-2 Greek, 2-5 Telegu and Sanskrit,
5-7 Latin, 7-10 English. Am I not preparing for the great object of
embellishing the tongue of my fathers?”
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“Mrs. D. is of English parentage. Her father was an indigo-planter

of this Presidency; I have great trouble in getting her. Her friends
as you may imagine, were very much against the match.”
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“I now begin to look about me very much like a commander of
a barque, just having dropped his anchors in a comparatively safe place,
after a fearful gale”
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“On his return from the Madras Presidency in 1856, we find him
employed first as head clerk, and afterwards as interpreter, to Baboo
Kissory Chand Mitter, then junior Police Magistrate of Calcutta—Such
was the appointment that was thought fic for a man who could write
a poem like Byron or Scott, edit a paper in English with acknowledged
ability and success. His was the case of a man of undoubted merit,
with no influential patron to appreciate it. At the same time some of
his contemporaries, with not even an one tenth part of his talents and
abilities, were basking in the sunshine of official favour and patronage.
But there is no remedy, it is the curse of service; preferment goes by
letter and affection.”

[ The National Magazine, 18931
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“You must not fancy, old boy, that I am a traitor to the cause of
our native Muse. If it hadn't been for the extraordinary success, the
new verse has met with, I should have certainly delayed my departure,
or not gone at all. I should have stood at my post manfully. But an

early triumph is ours, and I may well leave the rest to younger hands,
not ceasing to direct their movements from my distant retreat.”

fog,ina s o1 W @36 foioce Wiy,

“But I suppose, my poetical career is drawing to a dose. I am
making arrangements to go to England to study for the Bar and must
bid adieu to the Muse!...He (5, f3npne@) has taken great intetest
in my proposed visit to England and, in fact, is the most active promoter
of my views on the subject. He has undertaken to raise a sufficient
sum for me on easy terms on the mortgage of my property. The thing
will cost me about 20,000 Rs. and I can spare that. No more Modhu
the 313, old fellow, but Michael M. S. Dutt Esquire of the Inner Temple
Barrister-at-law!! Ha!! Ha!!”
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“You will be startled, I am sure, grieved to learn that 1 am at this
moment the wreck of the strong and hearty man who bade you adieu
two years ago with a bounding heart and that this calamity has been
brought upon me by the cruel and inexplicable conduct of men, one
of whom at least, I felt strongly as my friend and well-
wisher, namely Babu D—. % r@@l& ’cﬁlng tale of <ruel shame,
but I must tell it to you in
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myself that the former should give my family 150 Rs. a month
Baboo D—consented to sec the things arranged were properly carried
on and so I started. A part of the money was paid in advance and
deposited in the Oriental Bank. This was in June 1862. How poor
Mrs. Dutt was treated I have not the patience to describe. They
troubled her to such an extent that she absolutely fled from Calcutta
with our two infants. She reached England on the 2nd of May, 1863.
From that day to the present, we have not received a pice from India,
although there has been money due, some for the year 1862, and some
since December last from the Talooks, and the only letter which
Baboo D—wrote to us, was written just ten months ago. We have
since written to him no less than 8 letters, but not a line have we
received from him.

I am going to a French Jail and my poor wife and children must
seek shelter in a charitable institution, tho' I have fairly 4000 Rs. due
to me in India. The Benchers of Gray’s Inn, from whom I was com-
pelled to draw 400 Rs., have suspended me and this is the third term
I am losing this year. I also owe 260 Rs. to Monou, who poor fellow,
is no doubt quite inconvenienced by my failure to paf him. .

You are the only friend who can rescue me from the painful position
to which my confidence in D—has placed me, and in this, you must
go to work with that grand energy which is the companion of your
genius and manliness of heart.”

sy Tra Toiste sfam foefarsress sl som e |

“If we perish, I hope, our blood will cry out to God for vengeance
against our murderers. If T had not little helpless children and my wife
with me, I should kill myself, for there is nothing in the instrument of
misery and humiliation, however base and low which I have not
sounded. God has given me a brave and proud heart, or it would have
broken long ago.”
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“I tell my wife that when I get back to Calcutta, you will give me
a little room in your house and a lot of rice,to keep body and soul
together.” '

“I wish to leave my children behind,...and I want them to be
thoroughly Europeanised.”
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“Though I have been very unhappy and full of anxiety here, I have

very nearly mastered French. I speak it well and write it better. 1

have also commenced Italian and mean to add German to my stock of
languages,—if not Spanish and Portugeese before 1 leave Europe.”
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“This is unquestionably the best quarter of the globe. I have better
dinners for a few francs than the Raja of Burdwan ever dreams of ;
I can for a few francs enjoy pleasures that it would cost him half his
enormous wealth to command,—no, even that would be too little. Such
music, such dancing, such beauty! this is the WmRe?} of our ancestral

creed. Come here and you will soon forget that you spring from a
degraded and subject race. Here you are the master of your masters!”
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q9rai Sy 391 T, I propose that he should be admitted at once. . . Thé
delay in disposing of Mr. Dutta’s case is the cause of much prejudice to
his interests.”
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“The one that I at present recollect was in connection as legal ad-
viser of the Raja of Purulia. He said that after he was for a few days
with the Raja, the idea struck him that he cotld be happily compared
to a street-hydrant of the Calcutta Water Works. Anybody who chose
had only to put it by the ear and then drink his fill! Mr. Datta was
obliged to give up the appointment after a few months’ service.”
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“It was a fine evening when we were sitting in the lower hall of
the Belgachia Villa where the stage had been set up for the performance
of the ‘Ratmavali. Both the brothers, Rajahs Pratap Chunder Singh
and Issur Chunder Singh were there, and so was our favourite poet. It
was a rehearsal night, and the amateurs were coming in one by one;
the conversation gradually turned upon the subject of Drama in general
and of Bengali Drama in particular. Michael said that ‘no real im-
provement in the Bengali Drama could be expected until blank verse
was introduced into it.” [ replied that ‘it did not seem to me possible
to introduce this kind of verse into our language, for 1 held that the
very nature and construction of the Bengali language, was ill adapted
for the stately measure and sonorous cadence of blank verse.’

‘I do not agree with you,” said he, ‘and I think it is well worth making
an attempt” ‘You remember,, I added, how once the late Issur
Chunder Gupta made a caricature of blank verse in Bengali, beginning

. with the lines.
Ffaer awen Fen o1 @@= i
Tl 29 7o g o o g

‘Oh! Said he, ‘it is no reason because old Issur Gupta could not
manage to write blank verse that nobody else will be able to do it
‘But,” I said, ‘if I am correctly informed the French, which is no doubt
a more copious and elaborate language than our own, has not in it any
poem in blank verse. No wonder then that the Bengali should be
found unsuited to this kind of versification. ‘You forget my dear
fellow,” he replied, ‘That the Bengali is born of the Sanskrit than which
a mote copious and elaborate language does not exist” “True, said I,
‘but as yet the Bengali seems to be a weakling though born of a healthy
and robust mother” ‘Write me down an ass,’ said he laughingly, if
I am not able to convince you of your error within a short time. Then
looking sharply at me he added, 'and what if I succeed in proving to
you that the Bengali is quite cap'lble of the blank verse form of poetry.’

“Why then, I replied, I shall willingly stand all the expenses of
printing and publishing any poem which you may write in Blank verse.’

.‘Done, said he clapping his hands, ‘'you shall get a few stanzas from
me within two or three days’ and as a matter of fact within three or
four days the first canto of the TereT@wm™el =7 was sent to me.”
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“My dear Sir,

I am glad to say that 1 have been able to finish your fourth Book.
I was afraid lest I should be making the Printers wait for me; So I
managed to snatch a few leisure half hours and took up the Book. It
so much engrossed my attention that unconsciously 1 found myself at
end of it! I am delighted to find that my predictions have been veri-
fied ; the Muses seem to have brought their aid most gloriously; for
the Fourth Book is even superior to the Third. I may be mistaken,
but such is my firm conviction. Knowing full well that you tolerate
the liberties that T take, I have again presumed to make a few remarks
in this Book. Yours very sincerely, J. M. Tagore, 14th feb. 1860.”
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FeEEe Taeaty fascen 5 ofeTu”
—sagts
“—Neque te i turba miretur, labores,
Contentus pancis lectoribus.”
—Horace

“Fit audience find—tho few.”
—-Milton.
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“I am going to print a plain edition of Tilottama. 1 wish to improve
the text.”
“We are reprinting Tilottama and to tell you the candid truth, I
find the versification very Kamcha in many places. I shall make quite
a different thing of the Nymph.”
TR AGFAT AFIIE TA SO DPPRA, K0 (RWHA dRERA #Fes-
wiiers) | @fb Feta AeTMRE oam AAwE | S W AT @wE
31 FiIeRa a@1fE FATE AT @ff | TEAW F/FARAIS Q3 AT

G AT AT |
I TorEmeanred IR W ©ld @y wrew weis fsfore wemme

ICARA | AR TATR SIS ARTHRRT THLSE (11 7 Y LAF SN I
T TR e | 2R ) R 1A [Nsa e Tow; sifaey @ e

18T | FRHGA TToAAT TAE—

“I am afraid you think my style hard, but, believe me, 1 never study
to be grandiloquent like the majority of the ‘barren rascals’ that write
books in these days of literary excitement. The words come unsought,
floating in the stream of (I suppose I must call it) Inspiration! Good
Blank Verse should be sonorous and the best writer of Blank Verse in
English is the toughest of poet—mean old John Milton! And Virgil
and Homer are anything but easy. But let that pass. You no doubt
excuse many things in a fellow's First poem. 1 began the poem in a
joke, and I see 1 have actually done something that ought to give out
national poetry a good lift, at any rate, that will teach the future poets
of Bengal to write in a strain very different from that of the man of
Krishnagar—the father of a very vile school of poetry, though himself
a man of elegant genius.”

12 aivErEe T F_eE—

“You want me to explain my system of Versification for the
conversion of your sceptical friends. I am sure there is very little in
the system to explain; our language, as regards the doctrine of accent
and quantity, is an ‘apostate’ that is to say, it cares as much for them
as I do for the blessing of our Family-Priest! If your friends know
English, let them read the Pagadise Lost, and they will find how the
verse, in which the Bengali poetaster writes, is constructed. The fact
is, my dear fellow, that the prevalence of Blank Verse in this country,
is simply a question of time. Let your friends guide their voices by
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the pause (as in English Blank-Verse) and they will soon swear that
this is the noblest measure in the language. My advice is Read, Read
Read. Teach your ears the new tune and then you will find out what
it is.”

(fof 1 IR WIS ¢ SRFTAT 2FACsa—

“The idea of fixed lightning, though hackneyed, is not bad. The
whole beauty of the passage (in Book 1I, 19-49) depends upon it.
—that is to say, if there be any beauty at all. You are unjust to Indra.
He is a very heroic fellow, but he cannot resist ‘Fate’. Perhaps, your
partiality of the two brothers has slightly embittered your feelings
against the poor king of the gods. 1 myself like those two fellows,
and it was once my intention to have added another Book to place them
more conspicuously before the reader, but 1 did not like to entail a
larger expense on,my friend, Babu Jatindra Mohon Tagore. Indeed,
I wanted to stop at the end of the Third Book-—but he in a manner
insisted that I should finish the story. You must not, my dear fellow,
judge of the work, as a regular 'Heroic Poem’. 1 never meant it as such.
It is a story, a tale, rather heroically told. You “censure the erotic
character of some of the allusions. Perhaps that is owing to a partiality
for Kalidasa.”

el ABF TAwe ferre wIma Aiarsd g FIR IFAE | iR
A PTus ZE | FITEANNT TR 8 T IIIOW LHRIIAY IET A TSR
@ &f7 ume—
@i fonteerges Af oneyr wPwEy SR,
AR R TS TH ™ AT
ST SRR CTReR,; I SAE
miem forn To@ MR FA-G0,

CO-FAAT H AR T, R
e 4@ ita om,...... '

OR ANE TE FEAIR IAFACOR Gei1 51 5L |
TOTENEA SPET AL AT (WY IRAGAT FACS MATRCE TSI | TR
BT SAGOA (EF @R MR Heo TS PR (el IS Zioget | 317 Teranes,

‘I began the poem in joke and I see I have actually done something
that ought to give our national poetry a good life’

@% something, @¥ STHareg w2 7o TereTawd (0 HO | 77 ANITINAT
QRCHEDT @32 GCF e J1 (6 TP 7R & (ATS TS 5Lees I19,
@32 Tafoe =@, ©F, ITHATS SEIHE A7 MR — TG e I |

FeETEIIFed wreied IR TR ¢ e, WA ¢ ople, Tren Wiy
@ *EE TN, NCAMAT poAm Aies IR A0 @ Wtea—ariae
TGl T2 ¥, WA WA T A felers O WeAIE TS afess
Trarg 1 ToEmeny - TSN bleNE ORE IHINWI| IR FINE 47
YR O SCHST TA,QIS, T @ INA THE OF SATH oo, 23T | SAryial-
MW TIRETS @ AoF AW FIH AR GINAMAH GAH O AN, A, Fwe
AIET TYALAT TIPSR O GIV] TG FOCE A8 AT AT 7S] |
TOF TFISTANYT (@ WA NANAR FAFPAR A AT OF FNF 2P0
. @3RG ARG | W% FAIOTATLT T F13-166@ QA Traur-w¥er |
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OF IR I @O MA@ ATCOETHT THIGH FOTORAR AT
SREAA TN AL & R | T e IRy AFAOR ARG I 1
[ FELAHETE FAATH 6 FRADEY : 79T T ]
R AT FAifwei=reey, mniwsi=erees, aImiFTmres,
GR RN TeoT T A -SRI (@ FIEAT AT AT TN AW
WTF G MAZ IR | [ W& IR e SEned @Al Aiaqe foiq W
Fod wissefem anme afa famzt foe srersma F3tq Wors Sy 3@ T
Q-FRAT | IR FTAQWT T, 910 ALE TRU1IAST QquN | IING RAYS (G
e, Fame TRt ITAwI ofe FiAToa P |
3iaa @2 wisger uzg T IRPNE TR aferaw Termarm | 3feq atm-
SRR ¥AORR e (4fE twa W1 @aiws i mReT Give TR O F
Fo e’ IR MG QLT |
Fiaq sy aicr Terarawrred IRI--MAfv W3me iR | ,
oA | 31 @ iyeriers mamay e e TRy fa;
T 2T IF 1 Shyo WA 38 «afed fofy ammmEma i faaterm,
“I enclose the opening invocation of my Twga™'—you must tell me
what you think of it.”
fRereE @R I @2 51 v T, omer IRm@e 7, TR |
IR ' ITI FCATRS HAT5F FeT TW 1, ©@ Sbyd ALER T N A F068
WiEE | ITTIARS PLF @3 6ot 31 o,
“The second and last part of Meghanad is being rapidly printed off,

though I have yet a few hundred lines of the last book (IX) to
compose.”

@ fofor wifay @2 forg W3 W et F& e FRE SEgd
el @32 o ToTEana A TN WIAPIOTES AAE, SR T SiEive
AR | RO TRAZI TG T Sud AWET ) T 1 ZIAT TP TR0 T
ShuS AAT S8 T | G2 ATHR TFAIG I I IW, & WA @fe@ 00F &
TR T TRAMIY IR (A4 R T |
FRIBA 2T FLIF MZAT AINAS TH | 2 AT BT FHY TS (77
AT S0D) AFS AT 8 TN, Shvd A eIy T 7 57 AxA
(331 S08) 2RT*® ¥ Sy Isemrm | ety ewa Mt smem fararg 1
wewRY  FR1|TReT 4T || QM WA WG| AT ||«
TP o fates, [wratagmies it warmart=e w affes 7|agages || sfasren |
AP P, @R ITIGRABAS Sy MAI|SAA BT, A WS |7
YRy HE |
e e T oo oA IO IZA IRG | IR ST AT SeAA AN
TH| Y FASIACT YN G WSEADIT AL Gear @it 7 foe geaime |
S5 |
R Ay Twory T o,
I IR, | .
iy —anefq Rl SR ofe mEer soley oezer wrm fam
IACOTRH, @3 SO LR ST Ne T80 S I BeT o
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I oFA, @Y TW, @ ATeNd IFPAN OIA WAPEF TR NI ! B8
TIiw AR SARFET @ AMTFCR ATS KBS FTa ALANKS BZNE AP
Avare Fer'q ISR CNEF UF W TR G A A1

Y 1w “TEARPTSI” ARSI AW o6 3T, O W @A e
oot 71, @ @ WWArHE & @ 0 VW AT 22 81w fang i of fEm
GEE WR @ OAURL AR @ I GPRINEL ACHE AT AR | AW
AT A, AR TSR Wi, sifeveneUely WA WMo T80A, S
@ ffxem FFe @y Ff—3fe|

FlawTe!
JRT M, FA SRYQ AT 7T AT NHIA T8
e AEFANS T 2T AITC TA (ZUGH ICWNAMAT TV TATHN
RAT SIYUD @I SIA0 AT | 3 MAM S¢S @R Sy
“Meghanad is going through a second edition with notes, and a real
B.A. has written aslong critical preface, echoing your verdict—namely,
that it is the first poem in the language.” [ #fa7 s )
DO ACTA, AW YLGF AP I D GG, dbba | I S8k | e
8 GO FFALCIE MY QS 14 JIUNAT IRV HSIS I LW 20 |
T ALY (ACF ASETHANT e © 27, IR Trora Tom Ty T3191-2—@0A
i@ o fRAsrer sreaiee |
HQY° ASGIA, 2N ¥T o TOHIRI, SYbva FE IS T 22 HAR |
BT HEFA, AT AT DY T Sbyd A AIDT {HEAL 7E DA
TOI 1F PP ASIAT W9 17 AT Freds AFMAe 2F {71 TFos ©F Bl
s snemt Tm N1
TH HCIFAA T2 AT QIS IS 27 0 TEM8, Shyd | o2 001
TANT F IS 2AF1E @T6F (Rg HsFI |
TETW ARG IS T ASFINZ AW A 929 I T2 | i7ng @ o
AOTACH TPAT (TN T -2 RN ST A ATS T ARG e T
P IR IS AT FAT AR |
TIREMAY FRY F0Y P17 T5190a of Twodr @R IEAT *ned Torare |
TOT AATE THIO0E «¥ FRIPTSN 2ers BHY S| OF W4 N IS0
TN SR QAT B[O ZeT | AT AEANE GG I FGARE I
SRAT 8 SRIAGE Tafey fre Swaiive 23|

19%F | (EMIY IR TENCE WS WA Tol ATARM IALE O wF© I
iaieew | feantwea Tiga e fwa aMore av mRrR faars s
W I Tara feraeem,

“The subject you propose for a national epic is good—very good
indeed. But I don't think I have as yet acquired sufficient mastery over
the ‘art of poetry’ to do it justice. So you must wait a few years more.
In the meantime, I am going to celebrate the death of my favourite
Indrajit. Do not be frightened, my dear fellow. I don’t trouble my
readers with Vira ras (3%7@)! Let me write a few Epiclings and thus
acquire a pucca fist”

INR TN AR NI B erfrsa—
“I must tell you, my dear fellow, that though, as a jolly Christian
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youth, I don’t care a pin’s head for Hinduism, I love the grand mytho-
logy of our ancestors. It is full of poetry. A fellow with an inventive
head can manufacture the most beautiful things out of it.”

1Toq1 alzeer emres—

“It is my ambition to engraft the exquisite graces of the Greek
mythology on our own; in the present poem, I mean to give free scope
to my inventing powers (such as they are) and to borrow as little as
I can from Valmiki. Do not let this startle you. You shan’t have to
complain again of the Un-Hindu characier of the poem. I shall not
borrow Greek stories but write, rather try to write, as a Greek would
have done.”

1B | (TF O O TEd 2SR Y —

“As a reader of the Homeric Epos, you will, no doubt, be reminded
of the Fourteenth Iliad, and I am not ashamed‘to say that I have .inten-
tionally, imitated it—Juno's visit to Jupiter on Mount Ida. I only
hope I have given the episode as thorough a Hindu air as possible. I
never like to conceal anything from you, so that you must not think me
vain if I say that in my heart I begin to believe that this Meghanad is
growing up to be a splendid poem! I fancy the versification more
Melodious and Virgilian and the language easy and soft. You will
probably miss in this poem the rather rozghish elevation of its pre-
decessor.”

19751 TErgn ATRRST eeiss—

“The subject is truly heroic, only the Monkeys spoil the joke—but
1 shall look to them.”

180 | NI T OROA g —

“I got a severe attack of fever and was laid up for six or seven days.
It was a struggle whether Meghanad will finish me or I finish him.
Thank Heaven, I have triumphed. He is dead, that is to say, I have

finished the VI Book in about 750 lines. It cost me many a tear to
kill him.”

IMS | MFEFE G FRCATMED S 75 <Y F1I Awe—

“I believe you will like the second part of Meghanad still better,
at least I have been finishing it with more care. I shall not conceal
from you that some parts of it fill my heart with adulation. I had no
idea, my dear fellow, that our mother tongue, would place at my disposal
such exhaustless materials, and you know I am not a good scholar. The
thoughts and images bring out words with themselves,—words that I
never thought I knew. Here is a mystery for you...I think I have
constructed the poem on the more rigid principles and even a French
critic would not find fault with me. Perhaps the episode of Sita’s
abduction (Fourth Book) should not have been admitted since it is
scarcely connected with the progress of the Fable. But would you
willingly part with it? Many here look upon that Book as the best
among the five, though Jotitdra and his school call the Book III—
Promila’s entry into the city—'the most magnificent.” My printer Baboo
I. C. Bose (a very intelligent man and once a most warm adrmret of
Bharat) and his friends stick out for the I Book.”
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196 | JIR TN ATAPIS 8 "rHoe 2Frss—

“People here grumble and say that the heart of the poet in Meghanad
is with the Rakhasas. And that is the real truth. I despise Ram and
his rabble ; but the idea of Ravan elevates and kindles my imagination ;
he was a grand fellow.”

1T T GFTT WE SEAFERFT NS I TS-ATR TI0eTTo—

“Allow me to give you an example of how the melody of a line is
improved when the 8th syllable is made long. I believe you like open-
ing lines of the Second Book of the Meghanad. In that description of
evening you have these lines—

IEAT CEIFREE, *r 7E ZITH

=g, ATz brin fora areRz )
Now if you throw out the smR™ee and substitute #FE, ©@1 you im-
prove the music of the line, because the double sy]lable ¥ mars the
strength of &1, Read—

'\sniﬁn HAPE, ST *AT AZ A
And then Pz afzs ?b'?f"?w and the passage assumes qulte a different
tone of music—

IWZEAT AR, o1 1t AT TN

ARYY; HIFERT T GBI,
AIAA AW IR Fizen faemAt
T, W, T §iR T 49 *n3en?
By the bye, these lines will no doub recall to your mind the lines
And whisper whence they stole
Those balmy spoils—
of Milton and the lines
Like the sw -2t south
That breaths upon a Bank of Violets
Stealing and giving odour—
of Shakespeare. Is not the =% a n» re romantic way of getting the
thing than ‘Stealing’ ?”
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“I enclose the opening invocation of my 7we¥w'—you must tell me
what you think of it.....By the bye, I have a small volume of odes in
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the press. They are all about poor old Radha and her faaz1 You shall
have a copy as soon as the book is out of the press.”
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19F | TNarss SRS FI ASDH—

“By the Bye am® fazz is in the pres& Somehow or otner, I feel back-
ward to publish it. What have I to do with Rhyme.”
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“I think you are rather cold towards the poor lady of Braja. Poor man!
When you sit down to read poetry, leave aside all religious bias. Besides,
Mrs. Radha is not such a2 bad woman after all. If she had a ‘Bard’ like
your humble servant, she would have been a very different character.
It is the vile imagination of poetasters that has painted her in such
colours.”
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oW T T IR IR AFATS G O<RA-SERT TR O 28 1 938
erfaez i fofors 3fa ammrme s st st 1% @ 2@ @™ 3
= |
..within the last few weeks, I have been scribbling a thing to be
called <Ywmr ie. Heroic Ep1stles from the most noted Puranic
women to their lovers or lords. There are to be twenty-one Epistles,
and I have finished eleven. These are being printed off, for I have no
time to finish the remainder....The first series contain (1) Sakuntala
to Dusmanta (2) Tara to Some (3) Rukmini to Dwarkanath
(4) Kakayee to Dasarath (5) Surpanakha to Lakshman {6) Droupadi
to Arjuna (7) Bhanumati to Durjodhana (8) Duhsala to Jayadratha
(9, Jana to Niladhwaja (10) ]ahnavx to Santanu and (11) Urbasi to
Pururavas; a goodly list, my friend.”

SKYR, 8 THAMNIR Rtetore of faratewm,

“It is my intention to finish this poem (<YFEaFn F@r) in XXI Books.
But I must print the XI already finished. The proceeds,of the 1st pare
must defray the expenses of printing the second.”
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“The Greek took a direct view of love and saw in it either a natural
passion or a social tie, or a union for mutual comfort. If anyone wishes
to satisfy himself of this, let him turn to a branch of poetry—Greek
drama. He may ignore Aeschylus but Sophocles and Euripedes furnish

¢ enough material. He will find that these writers do not view love as
Browning viewed it They are never anything but direct....”
[ Greek Genius—its meammg to ws: Livingstone.
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"I want to introduce the sonnet into our language and some mornings
ago, made the following :—

L 9ATH  FII-ACCAT TS FAGTT T® I@ES FH| ISAN BARSAN AT
FIqOT WO FAGTG NS TR ¢

What you say to this my good friend! In my humble opinion, if culti-
vated by men of genius, our sonnet in time would rival the Italian.”

1 o FIFART AT (AN W AR GR (NAMIY FLAT POTT I
Teraee |

FINPE NAG (AR WA (P 1T 1 Shbe AT Y FWOTE Fod
OHIE (AT NI PIRGS (AN @ T5Tore Telq e,

“You again date your letter from ‘Bagirhat. Is this ‘Bagirhat’ on
the bank of my native river? 1 have been lately reading Petrarca, the
Italian Poct and scribbling some 'Sonnets’, after his manner. There
one addressed to this very river tomer®1 I send you this and another
—the latter has been very much liked by several European friends of
mine to whom I have been translating it. 1 dare say, you will like it
too. Pray, get these sonnets copied and send ro Jotindra and Raj Narain
and let me know what they think of them. I dare say the sonnet
sgwem? will do wonderfully in our language. I hope to come
out with a small volume, one of these days. I add a third; I flatter my-
self that since the day of his death w@essm am never had such an
elegant compliment paid to him. There's variety for you, my friend.
I should wish you to show these things to Rajendra also, for he is
a good judge. Write to me what you all think of this new style of

poetry.
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“Sir,

A poor rhymer who does not dare give himself the name of a poet,
born on the shores of the Ganges and.a passionate admircr of the father
of Italian poetry, takes the liberty of presenting at the feet of your
Majesty, along with this letter, a Bengali sonnet, a little oriental flower
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which he wishes to join to the garland to be wreathed in Italy, fot
decorating the tomb of the illustrious Dante.

Of your Majesty,
12 Rue-des-Chantiers, the very humble servant,
Varsailles, 5th May 1865 Michael Madhusudan Dutta

@3 TGF Foria G fATeive o Taryiarem,

Minister of the Royal Family.
First Division.
Sir,

The King, my august sovereign, has received the poem on Dante
which you have so graciously offered on the occasion of the centenary
of our national poet.

His Imperial Majesty has heard with lively satisfaction, that the
profound and noble harmony of the Italian genius finds an echo on the
shores of the Ganges and he welcomes with pleasure the oriental flower
which you desire to place on the grave of Alighieri and he thinks that
the moment is not very distant when Italy will see accomplished her
auspicious destiny of being the ring which will unite the orient with
the occident.

So His Imperial Majesty is sensible of the sentiments which dictated
your ofter and has directed me to thank you on his behalf.

I have the honour of being the interpreter of his benevolence to
you. I entreat you to reccive the assurance,of all my esteem.

1R rloea fuemr et e A6 snpiees frewa HewTrye
Tolsaia epmerty--
“I have refused the offer of the Bengali professorship at University
college London, a post of great honour and dignity though without a
salary. Dr. Goldstucker (of whom you have no doubt heard) was
very anxious to have me, but I told him plainly that I was too poor
to live in England without a handsome salary. The Doctor is a pro-
found Sanskrit scholar and loves all Hindus.”

i1fes1 “wrorme Siga-ad fAfes mitew sriwm St a7 a1 Tofq wwmiye
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e AHILd—
“You will have, by this time, seen Satyendra Nath Tagore, the first
covenanted civilian of pure native descent....I think, I have already

told you that Satyendra’s success has aroused the authorities here to make
the examination more difficult than before.”
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“Splendid fellow”, “The first man among us”, “Above flattering any
man”, "Grand energy which is the companion of your genius and manly-
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ness of heart”, "Real friend and righteous man”, “Not only Vidyasagara
but Karunasagara also”, “One of nature’s noble man”, “Greatest Bengali”,
“The genius and wisdom of an ancient sage, the energy of an English-
man, and the heart of a Bengali mother.”
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“Well—I am off, my dear Rajnarain! Heaven alone knows if we
are to see each other again! But you must not forget your friend. It’s
a long separation ;—four years! But what is to be done? Remember
your friend and take care of his fame.

Being a poetaster, I would not think of bolting away without
rhyming, and I enclose the result—and 1 hope the thing is,—if not good,
at least respectable.”

97 2@ gt afe Fierls s fery, Ff7 Tirere wwear Fares.

“Here you are old Raj—All that I can say is—
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“I have not beén doing much in the pOCth"l line. of late, beyond
imitating a few Ttalian and French things.”
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“During the life of the Emperor Altamush, Rizia’s father, that
princess was engaged to be married to Altunia Governor of Sind. He
comes to Delhi—finds the emperor dead, and Rizia reigning in his stead.
He also finds his intended wife quite changed and in love with a slave
(Jammal) whom she had made the 'Master of the House'—Here the
play opens.”
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“We ought to take up Indo-Mussulman subjects. The Mahomedans
are a fiercer race than ourselves, and would afford splendid opportunity
for the display of passion. Their women are more cut out for intrigue
than ours.”
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“Book I—Invocation ; description of the voyage. They near Ceylon,
when T3& excites %37 to raise a storm.which disperses the fleet. The
ship, with fa&, and his immediate followers, is wrecked on an unknown
islind. The hero lands after worshipping the m@er of the place and
eating #®; wanders out alone to explore the island. @Y prays fa&;
to defeat the ill designs of w1 He consoles her and by a favourable
gale directs the other ships to same port. The chiefs alarmed by the
absence of the prince send messengers all round to seek him. On the
return of the messengers without the prince they set sail and retire to
a neighbouring island and encamp shere. .

Book II—The adventures of faeratr wz@m on finding &g separated
from his companions sends a ®% to lead him to the city of the king
of the island (Andaman). He marries TRmnizat the king's daughter
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and has a castle in a distant wood assigned for his residence. In the
society of his wife he forgets the purpose of his voyage, as well as his
companions.

Book III—=m%]% sends faerg a vision. He prepares to leave his new
home in search of the companions of his voyage, as also the island
Kingdom promised to him and his descendants.”
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“After his admission to the first rehearsal, and before he had entered
upon his task of the English translation of the Ratnavali, Modhu, with
his partiality for English taste exclaimed to me (aside), ‘what a pity
the Rajas should have spent such a lot of money on such a miserable
play. I wish I had known of it before, as I could have given you a
piece worthy of your Theatrc” 1 laughed at the idea of his offering
to write a2 Bengali play, and chaffingly asked if it was his wish to see
us introduce a wretched Vidya Sundar on our stage. Concious of
the dearth of really good plays in language, he could not but feel the
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sting of my remark as a home-thrust and simply muttered, ‘we shall see,
we shall see.’

The next morning he called on me at the rooms of the Asiatic
Society for the loan of a few Vernacular and Sanskrit books, dramas
specially, and in the course of a week or two read to me the first few
scenes of his Sarmishta which struck to me as having the ring of true
metal. I wished to take the MS. with me to Belgatchia, but he said
I must wait till he had finished the First Act. It was, I believe, the
very next week that he handed over to me the MS, with a request to
show it to my friend the Rajahs and Babu (since Maharaja) Jotindra
Mohun.”

(oMW IRCE (T T TAEA STPLA @ 518 20T T 2TW Syey ANE
Y TEZ-AF AT NGOG Y ANS 27 |

“My dear Gour Babu, Accept my best thanks for your present, a
present which I prize no less for its intrinsic value than for the kindness
of the donor.

I am very anxious to have a perusal of your friepd's manuscript:
drama, for T am pretty sure that he who wields his pen with such
elegance and facility in a foreign language may contribute something
to the meagre literature of his own country, which cannot but be
prized by all. I shall feel myself honoured by his visit to my humble
garden, and shall wait there to receive him any cvening that he may
appoint.

Believe me, Sincerely yours,
16th July 1858 J. M. Tagore

ABIT Sed AT TN T S (AF Od Sl M 2AFM ZH!
> g folq ot e,

"I hope to send you copies, English and Bengali, when ready, and
you shall have an opportunity of judging yourself.”

) TS T FHATZS AN TR (N IS @R,

“My dear Sir,

Accept my best thanks for your kind present; it is a gem truly
worthy of the talented donor. I will preserve it carefully as an invalu-
able contribution to the rising literature of our country, and I doubt not
but Sermistha will take the first place among the dramas in the verna-
culars.

I am glad to know that an English version of ‘Sermistha’ is in the
press. From what I have seen of the ‘Ratnavali’ and considering that
in the present instance the author is himself the translator, I am sanguine
in my expectation.

The actors are doing marvellously well; they have already got by
heart, the greater portion of the Book, and I fully believe, they will be
able to do justice to the conceptions of thée poet.

Yours very sincerely,
19th January, 1859 J. M. Tagore
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“Ramnarayon’s ‘version’, as you justly call it, disappoints me. I
have at once made up my mind to reject his aid. I shall either stand
or fall by myself. I did not wish Ramnarayon to recast my sentences
—most assuredly not. I only requested him to correct grammatical
blunders, if any. You know that a man’s style is the reflection of his
mind, and I am afraid there is but little congeniality between our friend
and my poor-self. Howevel, I shall adopt some of his corrections.

If you should speak of the drama to your friends, when you meet
them to-day, pray, don't say a word about Ramnarayon. I shan't have
him. He has made my poor girls talk d-d cold prose.
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I am aware, my dear fellow, that there will be in all likelihood, be
something of a foreign air about my drama; bur if the language be not
ungrammatical, if the thoughts be just and glowing, the plot interesting,
the characters well maintained, what care you if there be a foreign air
about the thing? Do you dislike Moore’s poetry because it is full of
Orientalism ?  Byron's poetry for its Asiatic air, Carlyle’s prose for its
Germanism ? Besides that I am writing for that portion of my country-
men who think as I think, whose minds have been more or less imbued
with Western ideas and modes of thinking; and that it is my intention
to throw off the fetters forged for us by a servile admiration for every-
thing Sanskrit.

Do not let me frighten you by my audacity. I have been showing
the second Act, already complete, to several persons totally ignorant of
English, and I do assure you, upon my word, that they have spoken of
it in terms so high that, at times, I feel disposed to question their
sincerity and yet I have no teason to believe that those men will flarter
me.

In matters literary, old boy, I am too proud to stand before the world
in borrowed clothes. 1 may borrow a neck-tie, or evef a waist coat,
but not the whole suit.

Don’t let thy soul be perturbed, old cock, for I promise you a play
that will astonish the old rascals in the shape of pundits....]I have no
objection to allow a few alterations and so forth, but recast all my
sentences—the Devil!! I would sooner burn the thing.”

1R Wiy Tt eprse—

“‘Sermista’ has turned out to a most delightful girl, if I am to be-
lieve those who have already inspected her. Jotindra says it is the best
drama in the language, 'Chaste classical and full of genuine poetry!’
The Choto Raja writes in raprures about it and swears the ‘Drama is
a complete success!"”

1fe 1 smreETsT—

“...The only fault found with it, is that the language is a little too
high for such audiences as we may expect 7ow to patronize it. This,
I need scarcely tell you, is nothing; for if the book is destined to occupy
a permanent place in the literature of the country, it will not be con-
demned on this head; twenty years hence, for everyone is learning
Bengali. To tell you the candid truth, I never thought I was capable
of doing so much all at once. This Sercusta has very nearly put me
at the head of all Bengali writers. People talk of its poetry with
rapture.”

1571 WinSR Sfery-Tree Tey—

“Your opinion about Padmavati is very gratifying, indeed. Baboo
J. M. Tagore sticks out for Sharmistha. But as you have not seen the
latter play acted, you can not be so warm- in her favour as J. M. T.
When Sharmistha was acted at Belgatchia the impression it created was
indescribable. Even the least romantic spectator was charmed by the
character of Sharmistha and shed tears with her.”
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“My dear Michael,

I have a word to talk with you. Could you conveniently call one
of these days at Pykeparah ?  Pray, what do you think of the &1 faa
an?  You ought to be a very good judge as to its merits and demerits
as I hear you are going to translate it gratis!

Three or I believe four acts of your new drama are with my brother.
I have not had the pleasures of seeing them yet, but from the synopsis
which was read to me some months ago, I have no doubt that the ploc
under your able management would be turned to good account. I am
thinking of some domestic farces to follow immediately after the first
representation of the ‘Shermistha’ and before it is repeated, just to show
the public that we can act the sublime and ridiculous both at the same
time and with the same actors.

Please let me know the day and hour that you intend to call. Excuse
haste. Yours sincerely, Issur Chunder Singh.”
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“Mind, you broke my wings once about the farces....”
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"As a scribbler, I am of coursc proud to think that you like my Farces,
but to tell you the candid truth, I half regret having published those
two things. You know that as yet we have not cstablished a National
Theatre, I mean we have not as yet got . body of sound, classical Dramas
to regulate the national taste, and therefc.e we ought not to have farces.”
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“Now that I have got the taste of blood, I am at it again. I am now
writing another play. Some time ago, I sent a synopsis of the plot to
the Rajas, and they appear to be quite taken up with it. The first act
is finished.”

NIOCE 4 © -7 THIote WA I ABIHE 5QUTT TS Il R
AR

“You must wait for sometime yet for the New Play. All that I can
tell you is that there are few prestier plots in any Drama that you have
read! I invented it one blessed Sunday. Tagore and the Rajahs ex-
claimed ‘Beautiful’. I only hope I have done justice to it. This morning
I am going to send Act IV to Tagore.”
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“...I don’t know if you have seen ‘Sarmistha’ or if you have what you
think of it. There is another Drama of mine which will be soon acted
by a company of amateuss. It is also written on the classical model. As

soon as it is out of the printer’s hands, I shall send you a copy and you
must let me know what you think of it.” .
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“Some days ago I wrote to my publisher to send you a copy of the new
drama; I am very anxious to hear what you think of it. I am of opinion
that our drama should be in blank-verse and not in prose, but the inno-
vation must be brought about by degrees.”
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.I have been dramatizing, writing, a regular tragedy in—prose! The
plot is taken from Tod. Vol I, p. 461.
@A STATAGRCE F14 T,

“For two nights, I sat up for hours pouring over the tremendous pages
of Tod and about 1 AM. last Saturday, the Muses smiled! As a true
realizer of the Dramatist’s conceptions, you ought to be quite in love with
FogwEt, as I am. Lord! What a romantic tragedy it will make!”
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“Kissencumari was finished two days ago. Begun Gth August, finished
7th September—rather quick work, old fellow!”
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“My dear Gangooly, Here is Kissen Cumari—your Kissen Cumari,
I dedicate her to the first actor of the age, to a Gentleman of whose
friendship I am proud, and whose modesty, cheerfulness and talents
endear him to all who know him. Should we ever have a national
Drama, and that Dgama a future historian to commemorate its rise and
progress, may he associate my humble name with yours! God bless
you, old boy!

And now work away like a jolly fellow, and set Jotinderr Baboo to
write the songs. He is sure to do every justice to “the play. Don't:
dep.engl upon me, for I am going to plunge deep into Heroic poetry
again.
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“When you read Kissen Kumari you will probably think that practice
would make the author tolerable in that department also. But en-
couragement is the food that practice grows upon. But where is that
encouragement ? However, I hopeeyou will like the play, imperfect
though it be for want of poetical mumbers. I, a most hard hearted
rascal, have cried over many scenes while correcting the proofs. It
heats both Sarmistha and Padmavati.”
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“I have certain dramatic notions of my own, which I follow in-
variably. Some of my friends—and I fancy you are among them, as
soon as they see a Drama of mine, begin to apply the cannons of
criticism that have been given forth by the master-pieces of William
Shakespeare. They perhaps forget that I write under very different
circumstances. Our social and moral developments are of a different
character. We are no doubt actuated by the same passions, but in us
those passions assume a milder shape.”

ife = witeTer g sfgesmn

‘To complicate the plot, by the introduction of one or two more
characters (male), would be to complicate it in every sense of the word ;
for you must remember that the play is a historical one, and to intro-
duce battles and political discussions would be to astonish the weak
senses of the audience and the reader. 1 am for two more females.
This @ sz of @@ had a favourite mistress. Tod gives her the
name as the ‘essence of camphor’; I think we may bring her in and
allow her jealousy full play. Her arts would offer a fine contrast to the
innocence of our Heroine—though they are never to be brought together,
and I also intend to make her contribute an air of comicality to some
of the scenes—and she should have her ‘familiar’ or Fat1”
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“The position of European females, both dramatically as well as
socially, are very different. It would shock the audience if 1 were to
introduce a female (a virtuous one) discoursing with a man, unless
that man be her husband, brother or father. This describes a citcle
around me, beyond the boundary line of which I cannot step. The
consequence is, I am obliged to have a larger number of females to
give my plot an air of fullness, and I must here tell you, my dear G,
what, 1 dare say, you will allow at least to some extent, viz, that we
Asiatics are of a more romantic turn of mind than our European
neighbours. Look at the splendid Shakespearean Drama. If you leave
out the Mid Summer Night's Dream, Romeo and Juliet and perhaps
one or two more, what play would deserve the name of Romantic?
Romantic in the sense in which Sacoontala is Romantic? In the great
European Drama you have the stern realities of life, lofty passion, and
heroism of sentiment. With us it is all softness, all romance. We
forget the world of reality and dream of fairy lands. The genius of the
Drama has not yet received even a moderate degree of development in
this country. Qurs are dramatic poems; and even Wilson, the great
foreign admirer of our ancient language, has been compelled to admit
this. In the Sarmista, I often stepped out of the path of the Dramatist,
for that of the mere poet. 1 often forget the real in search of the
poetical. In the present play I mean to establish a vigilant guard over
myself. 1 shall not look this way or that way for poetry; if I find her
before me I shall not drive her away; and I fancy, I may safely reckon
upon coming across her now and then. I shall endeavour to create
characters who speak as nature suggests and not mouth-mere pgetry.”
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“As for the language, the Drama to be written in I shall follow
Dr. Johnson’s advice ;—'If there be’ says he, ‘what I believe there is, in
every nation a style which never becomes obsolete a certain mode of
phraseology so consonant and congenial to the analogy and principles
of its respective language, as to remain settled and unaltered, this
style is to be probably sought in the common intercourse of life, among
those who speak only to be understood, without the ambition of ele-
gance’ And he commends Shakespeare for having adopted this
language ; and this advice I mean to adopt except where the thoughts
rise high of their own accord and clothe themselves with loftier diction,
and that will be in the more tragic parts of the play.”

\EW | PR IR AowAeEd fafen Tra sry afag wean

“I wish you had not thought of Shakespeare so much, as you appear
to have done, when you sat down to peruse poor Kissen Kumari. Some
of the defects you point out, are defects indeed, but it does not fall to
the lot of every one to rise superior to them, and even Shakespeare him-
self does not do so often. As a first rate actor, you %re as a matter of
course, a first rate dramatic critic, but do not believe for a moment that
there are zhree men in all Bengal who would discover these secret failings
of the play.

“As for variety of action, there is not mucb of it, to be sure, but the
result I could not very well avoid owing to the original barrenness of
the plot. I do not pretend to understand much about acting, that is
your province; but I am disposed to believe that you are mistaken in
thinking that the play would not succeed on the stage. With the actors
we have, we cannot expect very great amount of success; but I fancy
it would create a deeper sensation than any play yet produced. If all
our actors were like yoursci, it would be a different thing. Most of
the Shakespearean Dramas were no better acted, at first, I suspect, than
ours are. As for the male character~ that is another inconvenience of
the plot. I have tried to represent Jusgut Sing as 1 find him in History,
a somewhat silly and voluptuous fellow ; Bheem Sing as a sad, serious
man. The other characters invented, but I had to conform them to the
principal characters. As for Dhanadass, I never dreamt of making him
the counterpart of Yago. The plot does not admit of such a character,
even if I could invent it—which I gravely doubt! I wish Bullender to
be serious and light, like ‘Bastard’ in King John. Dhanadass is an
ordinary rogue, indeed but he will (: odmirably, if you take him by
the hand!

“As for the females, there I am on my own element, and I hope you
will like them all. The Queen of such an unfortunate Prince, as the
Rana Bheem Sing cannot but be sad and grave; the Princgss, I h.ope,
is dignified, yet gentle. But the Madanika is my favourite. Kissen
Kumari falling in love with a2 man she has never seen before, is by no
means uncommon in our own ancient History and fable; the name of
Rukmini will occur to you at once » I believe there are allusions to her
in the play. I am aware that it wilt be hard to get good female actors;
but we must make the most of what we have. This is a misfortune
.I cannot remedy. I have great faith in you as teacher.
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“I am happy you like the language. Ease can be only obtained by
practice; and I am as yet a mere novice. But I hope I am a progressive
animal. As the play is a tragedy, I have not thought it proper to begin
any scene with the determination of being comic; in my humble opinion
such a thing would not be keeping with the nature of the play. But
whenever in the course of the dialogue a pleasant remark has suggested
itself I have not neglected it. The only piece of criticism I shall venture
upon, is this;—never striwe to be comic in a tragedy; but if an
opportunity presents itsclf unsought to be gay do not neglect it in the
less important scenes, so as to have an agreeablt variety. This I believe
to be Shakespcare’s plan. Perhaps, you will not find many scenes in his
higher tragedies in which he is stwdiously comic. As for beginning
the play with a soliloquy, that is of little consequence ; a little manner-
jsm does no harm, and, I promise you I shan’t do it again.

“Perfection, my dear fellow, can only be attained by long practice.
So you must not be very severe upon poor me. If spared, perhaps, 1
shall yet do better!

“I am truly happy that you like the play upon the whole. I hope
Jotinder Baboo and our Manager will sail in the same boat with you.
The style of criticism you bring to bear upon the play, is the very
highest possible ; such an aesthetic storm would sink the ship of every
dramatist in the world, save and except Shakespeare ; and even he would
suffer considerable damage! A word about the scenes -—I am very fond
of varied scenes; and as for the French idea of not allowing one set
of actors to retire and introduce another, T have no great respect for it,
and yet I like to preserve ‘unity of place’ and as far as I can, that of
time also. Examine each act and you will find unity of place if not
of time.”
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Of the flashing helmet (Hector)—eraa-Taifs (zeba) 1
Long-haired, Of the flowing locks (Achacans)—wtazaat (sfwse)
King of men (Agamemnon)—3I6FIST (SSMANA) |

Of lovely lock—3igz1

Cloud-gatherer ; Cloud-controller (Zeus)—ma*ms1 (S |
Long-shadowed (spear)—wTa‘ega () |

Golden (Aphrodite)—zzsitsst (Smtvie) |

Clean-voiced (herald)—3%ea (IERZ) |
White-armed—oaoger |

Of the silver bow (Apollo) —aEresw 4 (afawd) |
Silver-studded hilt (sword)—zerSsaw, i (W) |

Glittering (shield) —wrifronret (wez) 1

Of nimble wits (Odysseus)—gah@t (siwsip) |
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Purple dye...stins ivory—Trrawries Tawamm @ (Ferae SRR
2T) |

Grassy (bank)—7 @™ (e6) |

Butcher of men—&wgaiag |

Murderous—I@FESTIAIT |

Sacker of cities—RAHTT AT |

Flower of Achaean Chivalry—sisgesiag afal

War-god (Ares)—WNT (ST |

Lord supreme (Zeus)-—F—GT (SJ9) |

Laughter-loving ( Aphrodite ) -—siTagmifem, ammmt (swmivle) |

Perfumed-fragrant— Fsioiiasmisra |

Mother of wild beasts—gwpararia (31 *)RAObG1 #@Ce) |

Unperturbed—sigrerey |

Renowned spearman-—*( e |

Burnished, Scintillating (armour)—3z;tay ewa alge N (I) |

Bowman—«#a¥ |

With your pretty lovelocks and your glad cyes for girls—S@mrsgs, SeaM1-
Feitem v Te (emias emcser) |

swift (horses) with brazen hooves and flowing golden mane—fsraeiem,
FTPS-FIPT-TFAE-TT TG, AMATE (ST |

At awaEat

S LA (AR BATE ISl Tire aigs FEW | @G SR Sl
‘A YiTe & FAAR APAE 199 Toat | o575 et SWE WA FiFLoE Tolv
P TECRA | 9N O ZYATE FIAOW AF 9T EARITAT & a7, e
ST SNTON (A F1A9 2FgTesAT A5 AR @F IR

PoEMS, OTHER POEMS, wqmaa Zw@dle siqemnie @
-sifaer eire Trtea | faor, e T@ ARTA WRITd ISl Teiq
Afre | ow TRt AT ¢ gTeamdd Wer Teer 411 @} Fiqwria
WA, @A FAFO0T, FEIO] [TORR TEE, T, P, I’
Agte AMATsa edifae 201 17 @8 7 Hfeew M wReTigs 2w
MOTRCEF | oINS FEAPLANT a1 I (@131 I1A @IT6 FII0R Siared
SrET e —

Return, before vur ‘Monthlies’ all
The 'Gleaner— Blossom—Commet’ tempt
Me to scribble for them all.

0 foven afam wretist weglarat woed swesy B TR T |

“He commenced to write poetry very early, and as his verses were freely
published in the weekly and monthly periodicals of the day, he flattered
himself with the hope of one-day becoming an author.”

T4 —¢
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IR FWAREATS FI@ R@ s, slfesivel @k wi-FizaT Fqer
‘Poems’ @32 ‘Other Poems' &% wg ogm ey ez ! ‘Fnoibe @led
HITST QR 2FAST FIACIMAE IR SHERE 7,2 ,00% ATHCI FA1 TER |
mi‘ slawerla B witre fog; ‘?afzrsrfr R .
A I 7 |

W FTCIMIEd IFE Afred T 1 s sy GT@iAS TA S AR
84 FWAF FIAST AME TR 7 ISP Tzon; I ABSLA (7, A6 2TS
AR A IOEA) @ TRHIQE | AR A AAZ QL TA A TATE ATariece
T jae 2H1 89 WF FIFI® 1y Mirg TR FIqe@ IN,qW | AT IZIE
*tq smas ‘Madras Circulator and General Chronicle’ #fasm sy8Sy-8y &
farT e TredE T;tue 291 fefq sa T.P. gl Timothy Penpoem® &=ieisils
I T2 IR FAEA |

“The reader must remember that the author was a Mahomedan, and nor
a Christian like the translator. Shaik Sadi, ‘the moral poet of Persia’ as
my Lord Byron, (in a note to the Bride of Abydos, if T mustake not)

calleth him, was a terrible old blackguard, worse than all the Anacreons.
Hafizes and Littles in the world. Read his ‘Dewan Sadi.”"—T.P.

BRI Fiaenrier asmm-eicn afoe | wmey Tofd smie APTEsd @ve
@A A, TARGET, ‘artwam, fzew; slawer el fasm Fiaer
fasres | stawng sfagm “Timothy Penpoem’ vl faafse sfve @ sae
“Disjeccta Membra Pocte” (317 «@% anfeq Mramm wwami o o=e #0a-
fereim1 @z 3@fe w2 g& 'The Limbs of the Dismembered Poet'.) @3z
‘Sonnets’ sriFE w6 Wfas B for. wmeerier afael Taraferad ata1 smn @

Ity @e ax Teomar o W b saem @36 Ae@ o aFine
FEATRe |

iz Feerer o wMR o R@fe Ifae Em @A o U oY
MM T ¢aTR ITACG Ay RFOMAOW Traq @RIEnR @4 - -

“20th ]uly, ]856—Mr M. S. Dutt gave me the following song—
‘When I was.

fOrETeuPFed FNAR AW S FEATREH AFSTE  ARFA| IANG (T
WRITS MR {37y WA FERR 27@ @I I3 @ @it w9 we wifom
TS IE T G T ghE TP v Mookerjee’s Magazine
»fgem swag ABTH oIS FETed, TN 2R |

The opening of the Tilottama Sambhava.|

The Great Bengali epic of the Late Michael M. S. Datta,iAnd First
Blank Verse in the Language, Done into English Verse by himself.

| We are enable by the kindness of Raja Jotindra Mohan Tagore,
Bahadur, who owns the MS. of the great poet recently taken away from
among us, and many will besproud of the precious relic in his possession,
to lay before our readers a beautiful piece of English poetry, complete
in itself, from the pen of the Late M. S. Datta, being a translation of the
charming description of Dhawalgiri, long believed to be the highest peak
of the Himalayas, with which the Bengali epic the T7lottama Sambhava,
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opens. The thanks of every reader, no less than our own personal
acknowledgements, are due to the accomplished Raja for the favour—
Editor. 1
gate el (Seeta) Fiqer zre i +I6 «ofb 3@ FRTHAN
PAPEE | ALALY F-uTeer IOy AW /AT IFY GR  FEACI
AT TR |
fq @R ot R@TE FIAOT Y8 AF 'Sy-9F WK (FATI YN SRLNT
AT @ bW A WUy YoiTe | I A @Rk el w; awen IfwR
foares | 2pTeiqeas FIACMLIA AT FAG 7@ Sl AR T BHg T
—@Ile O MUR @IAE, IAWE YRR I(IC | FRAGEE T HOR q88 O
T AT MR | AAHE RO o4 IZTHE A0 TR SIAR A (AT
ziforars, @61 A 7P Trare |
forg ceniaemia am fafts a1 Mg T wAR | ROROR 24T ORI
(AT, OTErs TRl ©FE @R A | ARE Ol TIRT; FGANKT el (e |
QAT PTG M9 TCH] 2PIHC T 4G A | AT T WIS ATIN @R
BT ; FITwl /7| .
g s AE-FROWE TOME AF | NS eIl cemshr T QRATA
gfafse vl same Tamem it T TOMI-=TW, FINEG T TN FEORT-T1 21 1T
T e v 319 @ wed e ST Tt TR e -
AR am@ammﬁvmﬁwml F|IENY FRPT IS TS Ol 78 AN
TW-SIAA AT IFCEACEA—
LR AT TORA A T4 A F—AWT IL FWH 8 L 22 8D T,
TN (AR SFSRTAAMTT ATOE (@I PIPTe ATAC T30S AT | G QRIS
Taeerg o fars onfa s1-27@ AT TE—0E T 3@ @ @WGR SR O PG
TRT FZ—OITR A AT FAR T ST ALZT I 3117

TATAT @2 TRME,gTed T1a6 ATSHET He) (2. FUAENIT S PR
A IeE H |

THE CAPTIVE LADIE, VISIONS OF THE PAST. “Mi& 2@ws Madras
Circulator #fa@® Disjecta Membra Pocte @3 T@EWma IFoFria
Fiqer eiie z@! 317 Timothy Penpoem Esq. @ T=@m IRTR IACEA |
@% PN SrogT IO, T AFHFENAE T FOI9, [+ FHIARAT bl T© |
‘TGS NG AP FIAOT I TAIH AFHIIA FRINT FE (461G HeAS
TG B’ IR @36 HF T W76 TR QA O TS T

The Captive Ladie
(A fragment of an Indian Tale)
To J. R. N...r Esqr.
* My dear N...r,

Permit me to dedicate the following Poem to you. It was begun,
and portions of it sketched, under circumstances which seldom invited
the cares of the motrow to interrups a somewhat enthusiastic devotion
to the camcena, but, as the song says— .

—Now, alas! those days of joy
Are past, are past for hapless me!
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All that I can at present do, is only to arrange the different sketches’
into something like a readable form. The ploz is a simple one, and will,
I trust, sufficiently develop itself in the course of the narrative, appealing,
as all fragmentary tales must do, to the imagination of reader to supply
its omissions.

I think it would be superfluous for me to dwell much on the pleasure
which I feel in dedicating to you this literary wreck of better and happier
days.

In conclusion, I subscribe myself,
g;)t}l?li\lll:;:rm’l 848 Your affectionate friend,
) TIM. PENPOEM.

FAT Y8y ACER ¢ WO AIE @41 7 TR | ATAF g™

YY8Y AT Ty YFEE B SK8Y ALTT SY NN *F 2F1*e 2J1 @
Sty e o3 Tolore 31T EreE,

“The ‘Captive’ is nearly ready—I am going to dedicate it to George'
Norton Esqr. the Advocate-General of the Presidency and a great en-
courager of Literature. [ wrote to him for his permission to dedicate
the Poem to him and sent the whole of the 1st and part of the 2nd
Cantos for his perusal. You have no idea what a kind a flattering
reply T got from him. He says he will consider it an honour to have a
work ‘exhibiting such great powers and promise’ dedicated to him. I
have great hopes from his patronage.”

FeIFNA AFTC T T HZFNY (Hea qA0S ST F6-(SHEe e

W T IR TeAats 2o 1 FRG SlF wwFLen i ofqmne SwenE 7am
FoRAT T |

e |

INAR 2AAC=S P14 @6 W24 Al preface TLF IATREN | @AM ST BFS

“The following tale is founded on a circumstance pretty generally known
in India, and, if 1 mistake not, noticed by some European writers.—A
little before the famous Indian expeditions of Mahommed of Ghizini,
the king of Kanoje celebrated the Raj-shooio Jugum' or as I have
translated it in the text, the 'Feast of Victory. Almost all the contem-
porary Princess, being unable to resist his power, attended it, with the
exception of the King of Delhi, who, being the lineal descendant of the
great Pandu Princess—the heroes of the farfamed ‘Mohabarut' of Vyasa
—refused to sanction by his presence the assumption of a dignity—for
the celebration of this Festival was a universal assertion of claims to
being considered as the lord-paramount over the whole country—which
by right of descent belonged to this family alone. The King of Kanoje
highly incensed at this refusal, had an image of gold made to represent
the absent chief. On the last day of the Feast, the King of Delhi having
with a few chosen followers, entered the palace in disguise, carried of this
image, together, as some say, with one of the princesses Royal whose
hand he had once solicited but in vain, owing to his obstinate mainte-
nance of the rights of his ancient house—The fair Princess, however was
retaken and sent to a solitary castle to be out of the way of her pugna-
cious lover, who, eventually effected her escape in the disguise of a Bhat
or Indian Troubadour. The King of Kanoje never forgave this insult,
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and, when Mohommed invaded the kingdom of Delhi, sternly refused
to aid his son-in-law in expelling a foe, who soon after crushed him
also.—I have slightly deviated from the above story in representing my
heroine as sent to confinement before the celebration of the ‘Feast of
Victory.

“I have, I am afraid, many reasons to apologise to the public for the
imperfections which have crept into the following poem. It was ori-
ginally composed in great haste for the columns of a local journal—‘The
Madras Circulator and General Chronicle’,—in the midst of scenes where
it required a more than ordinary effort to abstract one’s thoughts from
the ugly realities of life—Want and Poverty with the ‘battalians’ of
‘sorrow’ which they bring leave but little inspiration for their victim.”

—Royapoorum, 1848.

SFYFIE FRG AFIR FOA FAIIQANTS] AFNE a7% I &AL @I siTewiqe,
TEIEAT WEred g SNePIHA @l 9 glee | gieq fle
TR,
“Talking of my good lady puts me in mind of the introduction of the
‘captive’ addressed to her.”

TLAT G114 oitg INAToe (@ied @y Ag | IEEG ACARA T IR
QT T© T4 |

19F | 6T S bi9d T

“Pray, tell Bhoodeb that when he gets my Poem, he will be surprised at
my knowledge of Hindu Antiquities, for it is a zhoroxgh Indian work
full of Rishis—Callis—Latchmees—Camas, Rudras and all the Devils
incarnate, whom our Orthodox fathers worshipped. The 1st Canto
contains an episode called the Raj-Shooya-Jujunm’ with a terrible battle
and ‘a that’.

1R IR0 YETE M erirsa—

"You seem to consider the ‘Captive’ a failure, but I don’t. For look you,
it has opened the most splendid prospects for me, and has procured me
the friendship of some whom it is an honour to know.”

Feioe (@l IRIDBT TIX WIAFET TN ERDT1T 98 IR 7S FE
R I SIF AEORT 5657 ITE Goa T | -87H™ TEAICR AT S
el e frer F@EAI Sy8y-9T M JRW G [HIG IIAOR 2™
faragea M oiEtee, aere W3 SATis oT%) FFAF TS |

oS alere 14T 2RTe FRILNE FIAGEH STITSIH HATS MBI €F
WWWWWWWﬂWWWWI zlq 3w
SEE orred 3TeXT-A AR | IET. TH. WA oI, WTWHR,
AETON I FRIBT AW SN G WNE | G-F R@w SAE Il
WTWWWWW@CWWW@¢MMIWN
TONR IR —ITECI O I ITOAREG GRFG 4T G 71 S 9 7%
e A ol Fideteer Fesr G Tea) ma\aﬁwwh“hfwcamw
I Toiv go 72w qEm o A ronieEe |
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VISIONS OF THE PAST, 3% #ifasm an#ifoe tafes #13° aiive zraiee)
Fneforen e AEF IW @6 TR T iEe 27 swsy A AT g
o @2 wiet it wore Ifaften «els e e Swiite 39|

Essays. 3fa@ L@ ooy Taom snemr 3w fq1 scaive oo Teiw
wAT e I Taraferam | forg smew t sfaeeriem e Tofa @ fetem
oRerfer e Gace o |

FOAW FWARANS 06 27 7,16 IW TAG A @ 5 )-forw-faws
aReyTs ety w3 afermirerw fofa oem sraom =oows citerw ! wo@
TIAIE (PRATRE @316 @ienems |

THE ANGLO-SAXON AND THE HINDU. Sv¢8 7 S{IHAA @316
@t 3gel T iwe ¢ e Tor | o freer waeE Tra fowa—

The Anglo-Saxon|and|the Hindu|Lecture I|By M. S. Dutt, Esq.|
“Quis novus nostris successit sedibus hospes!|Acnidos Lib IV|Madr1s
Prml;ed by Messts. Pharoah And Co.|Athenzum Press—Mount Road.|
1854.
Hiao. (e Tue oiefEior 3wale W zer, 'Who is this stranger that has
come to our dwelling?’ IgeIioa M @F FTAPA 5RATE LIME TO IR
Twiie 2R | TG IFOICE 2AUW @ AR Sii6e FA T AA | WS
PR Feorae W “Who is this stranger that has come to our dwelling >
amE 3ger @A “The Anglo-Saxon and the Hindu”-am& o 5o 31 sqowa-
SR A | @I @ Afen Fee Toly o gmreq w11 A Fowis wmaes
@ T AR v 23
[ FOIIB TINIE ETROHF Wredls] T2el | [PR@E 2178 T 3 Tagad
m*m’%m?b“azﬁ—mmwemwaﬁsﬁwqa?ml o remfoa
YT TAY S (PG I AP FATECEH | ﬁs—‘ FIET AN (FAPTOI)
200 FA (T o6 ITFe IR | aff e AKX IRIMT ATF 1|
RN GG 4R PR wmeE rleAw o @2 agers fawtees
forg @ w@n 5% 771 F17 Sy8y AN THNE GEAR | L PEIIHoF AFHFEA
K68 AR IFO AR T IPW R «ib 7170 ¢ 2F*e 203 @2 O T,
POt 2ywe TR TERIHE TRT 2W6 IRIE | TEE  AJMS 3
Tefafee @3 merta S eTBE SN AT IFST TR T (3 TR SIS ?
[ 2TeT AITAT Fe, Mo (e TARA—aTAE T TT| S¥es WA
fofv smels *mofagm woms e Az-FomeaLs, Captive Ladie-a3 3fa 7o
W I, wive fzoa e sfafsie ae sEteew | == g Rm
T AWATTS I Ol 2% 7S] AL |
TG AN 2 G T T |
To J. H. Kenrick, Esq,
Secretary to the Madras Polytechnic Institution.

My dear Kenrick—Allow me to dedicate this Lecture to you. I
regret that it is not worthier of the honour : but when I remember that
it served to solace many hours of acute bodily sufferings—it was planned
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and completed while I was confined to my room by a severe accident,
which had wel! nigh proved fatal—I cannot but regard it with a feeling
of grateful partiality; and as such, I associate it—imperfect though it
be—with the name of one, who is an ornament to the community of
which he is a member ; an honour to the country of which he is a native;
and of whose friendship I have every reason to be proud. Your zeal for
the cause of science; your elegant acquirements; the urbanity of your
manners ; the benovolence of your disposition; your public-spiritedness,
endear you to all enlightened men; and you deserve far greater distinc-
tion than can ever be conferred on you by a compliment of this nature
from so obscure an individual as myself : but though the offering be
poor, I pray you, accept it, for it is all—I can give!

I leave this Lecture, and its successors, if there be any destined to see
the light—to the indulgence of a Public, from whom in days gone by.
I experienced much kindness and encouragement ; and wishing you every
success in life, I subscribe myself,

Vepery Castlet, Yours affectionate friend and
12th April 1854. humb? servant,
M. S. Dutt.

e AT TAAT A 1,6 T (AT FFAT 21T 27 91 2eeed
@I QAT I 219 Io W aeer 1ce The Anglo-Saxon and the Hindu
AR TS Z |

@ IFOIHF SR TG CATTH) 28T @8 17 F19 QT SAPNIF ACBUTHF AT
BT NEA | TG INE % Ay’ qR TIAT 717 FeTe] LT AGTES
ATTS) 218 ANAF Z0H WCETRS | @R ©R (BEe IG IAT T AoHT 26T
SrwaniG T vRrTe OSiErF W@ Z@ WIGET | P19 ANACNCRE SWE AR
sFea-izer ¢ fezm-eme fam wfd 9w sewEw TRreR wete WERTW
Tolq tofaaray e, ITW wr ey afes yEes | DL 25T e 19
IO OF JMGY° SRR ATI68 &Y 9T |

RIZIA. TCAW U «@FB 20A&  FA0G)  fewdieee=, Rizia: the
Empress of Inde. 5116 wiane wifwe zx 131 aeorwe o «f6 sswem 3@
ferateras.

“SHTSE -SRI SHTPRIE S vgiaceie ¢ w wivares g fater
amE a3l fdte A% fatemieew; wefs 7@ smeglats snemn forme i
FIRIATAE STANAFS LA AP0 TA14C O3 ©ITRE W@ Renies 17

[ seFT TS ]

forg A3 TG Semm G wTEE Sl avem sfafaes wire FaterEE
IR Heq A T | SR IR SR, F2 A2 HOIAH 2AFTH A |

LAt aBIAm

RATNAVALL Azserts Tome Anoes Smmmme TTIG-FO  TAIAMHR
Tfenmy & @Eenie e orele tAlga | 3z, 1A R wfeww-
WA AT AT IAEA ABIHA @FB RN@E AN A TE TG |
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TN TR *RAA SHIAWT TCATAIF AT ©F (16T T | FEOPIed
TOE WM O T @R TS APET IR (0T AYS ANAT AS I |
TR @2 2Rfe SAW IR T TTRE G AFSIINF I AFT*© ZATRe
AT5F FeT FI 1| IFREAIR AYT WGTW ZF D TR Shey AR O ATewd
CF TR T A0S IEEIRCEAT | IAIWE Sheb AR > SFRA [el-
nieqy IR AT IW SIS w1 Tpiore o3,

“My dear Michael,

I have much pleasure in sending by the bearer Bank of Bengal Notes
for Rupees five hundred which I beg you to accept as a slight recogni-
tion on the part of the Rajahs of the ability and the masterly skill you
have displayed in investing our Rutnavally with an English garb.

That you may live long and continue to show the nations of Europe
what inestimable gems we have in our ancient language is the hecrtfelt
wish of yours sincerely, S. R. Chatterjea.” '

Skeb AMEAT D TERET @ QR > IMFRAERS TS A, me w6 AFTTee
TAlee | 361 @3 IR WAl oy Smer oig zealee, SHAW 9 T
AN HSFA AR WA T @ZF o —

RATNAVALI: |A Drama in Four Acts|Translated from Bengali|By
Michael M. S. Dutt|—|Calcutta|G. A. SAVIELLE, Calcutta Printing and
Publishing Company|(Limited) No. 1, Weston’s TLane, Cossitollah|—|
1858

Besarvmaite QU SRS Te |

To the Rajas|Pertaub Chunder Singhland|Issur Chunder Singh|
Bahadurs|This translation| (undertaken at their request) lis|Most respect-
fully Dedicated|By the Translator.

Faq =rwiee fqe@em a1 AdvertisementTs e $rqre 2@ |

ADVERTISEMENT

If the reader will look into Wilson's Hindu Theatre, he will find an
elegant prose version of a Sanskrit Drama, called the “Ratnavali,” and
ascribed to Sri Harsha Deva, an ancient king of Cashmere. Though
the Bengali poet borrows largely from his royal predecessor, he cannot,
strictly speaking, be called a translator. He has engrafted much novel
matter on the old stock, and may fairly challenge the honour due to an
original writer.

The accomplished brothers, who now represent the honourable
family of Paikparah, wish to open their elegant private Theatre with
the Bengali “Ratnavali,” and they have done me the honour of selecting
me to render the work into English for the use of such of their friends
as do not possess a sufficient knowledge of our language either to follow
the Actors with accuracy, or to enjoy the beauties (if there be any) of
the Drama thoroughly. I do not know if I have succeeded in inter-
preting the thoughts of my author with spirit and fidelity, but T trust
that my sins—whether of cofnmission or omission—will not be visited
upon him.

The friends who wish that our countrymen should possess a literature
of their own, a vigorous and independent literature, and not a-feeble



fearas .

echo of everything Sanscrit, will rejoice to hear that a taste for the
Drama is beginning to develop itself rapidly among the higher classes
of Hindu Society. I am fully convinced that the day is not far distant,
when the princely munificence of such patrons as the Rajahs of Paik-
parah will call into the field a host of writers who will discard Sanscrit
models and look to far higher sources for inspiration.

MMS.D.

TATA W ALIOT R am Fafged, e viweis o-faw s oy
feriere | Qs O $RS 2T |

19F | ITAMME O @R T @ e ei—

"I Send you the Second Act. I have not had time to make a fair
copy of the First. The fact is, I hate copying. Now, my good Boy,
I beg that you will carefully read over every line and sentence with the
original before you,*marking with a pencil whatever passages you want
to be recast, altered or omitted. And you must do all this in the course
of this day, so that you may look in when returning home.

I do not know the extent of your acquaintance wigh the Dramatic,
portion of English Literature; but I flatter myself you will at once sec
how I have tried to writc in pure Saxon English, the language of the
best Dramatists, and how I have tried to impart an air of originality to
the affair, careless where the ideas are inextricably damnably Bengali!

You will see that I have adopted your advice and put the songs into
verse. The first is so and so; the second does not satisfy me. The
original is poor. Don't fail to see me. Send me the Latin Rutnavulli.”

IR WE N AT A

“Here is the first Act. 1 hope you will find it sufficiently legible
I would wish you look over the two Acts a little carefully before you
go to the Rajahs, so that you may assist your noble friends in deciphering
my elegant penmanship or calligraphy.

The first Act in the original is a very common-place affair and the
translation T fear is no better. But what is to be done when Homer
takes his head to nod? 'Why, we must nod also.

Au revoir. I wish you to be as favourable in your criticism as your
conscience will allow, when you see the Raja. I am told he respects your
opinions, literary, political and on matters connected with...”

3l TSN IH,AW-TH6FH7  @IToT@m 7 yeiiars zafest | FETW
FAREICS T ASIACR 1 0% I TR |,

SERMISTA. ITRET TR *TAH AHIFGI @F6 30T I ATEH 2T,
T 7o FIAR T SBe D AR S TN 207 AR IS 23,
W @ iy tonwens @l 5iore fefw aeired, “There is ro be an English
translation.” TSTHZN SIFA OD FTNAR, Skad-a fewafersin “T am glad
to know that an English Version of ‘Sermistha’ is in the press.” -%3am
5% T IRV S0 WEIN T TraTEs TALg @ I 7o [FEHT WA 17 AT
QT MR R TN M FCICRA |

“I shewed the first portion of your English version of Sermistha to
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my friend, the Choto Raja and he liked it exceedingly; for my own
part I verily believe, that if it is finished in the style in which it is begun,
(and I doubt not but it will be so) your present translation will even
surpass that of Ratnavali”

Sy WH, Sked wifary s Al Toiore Sme A,

“I have nearly finished the translation of Sharmista. If I am to
believe all those that have alteady seen it—and among them are the
Rajas and Tagore, it will materially add to the little reputations Ratnavali
has given me. Every one says it is superior t. that book. ..”

Skad, o T Siiardd 613 SWI TN JATAN FEI6 8T Z0H Q0IE |
“...1 have been finishing my English Sermista....”

©@ Skad, O DNPRAT WK FbAI, TR (ARSI IR @ wriany
awion wfemy 2w, vk sers AR st Swate sy faeaq w31 zlee |
wfarshTg elem FGFACR STANETG TFaE T |

SERMISTA|A Drama in five acts,|Translated from the Bengali|By|
(The Author)|Michael M. S. DuttlCin. I'm Cinna—the poet.|Ciz.
Tear him for bad verses.|Julius Cwesar.|-—|Calcutta| 1. C. Bose & Co.,
Printers and Publishers, [Stanhope Press, 185, Bowbazar Road.|1859.

Besraromis Tuer @S o—

To the Rajas{Pertaub Chunder Sing|And|Issur Chunder Sing|Bahadurs|
This translation|is|Most respectfully DedicatedBy|Their obedient and
humble servant|Michacl Madhusudana Dutt.

3faa =rwige et Svwe 74|

ADVERTISEMENT

The work—of which the following pages contain a translation—Iis
the first attempt in Bengali language to produce a classical and regular
Drama. The story of Sermista will be found in the First book of the
Mahabharata—almost immediately after that of Sakuntala—rendered so
famous by the splendid genius of Kalidasa.

Sermista is to be acted at the elegant private Theatre attached to the
Belgatchia Villa of the Rajas of Paikpara. Should the drama cver again
flourish in India, posterity will not forget these noble gentlemen—the
earliest triends of our rising National Theatre.

In preparing this translation of my own play, I hope I have not
failed to interpret my own thoughts with sufficient exactitude to give
European readers a clear idea of the original. The rose—in the pretty
Persian Fable—scented the piece of clay that had associated with it:
it the mighty spirits of the West and the East, to whom the author of
Sermista has dedicated the best years of his youth, have not done any-
thing for him, he is a most unfortunate man, and deserves the readet’s
pity.

Calcutta, 1859 MMSD.
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Nil Durpanior the Indigo planting Mirror —A drama translated from
Bengali|bylA Native.
WM SINTE (FSIATT SN H &R (ECa,
“The original Bengali of this Drama—the ‘Nil Durpan or the
Indigo planting Mirror—having excited considerable interest, o wish
was expressed by various Europeans to see a translution of n.  This
has been made by a Native; both the original and translation are
bonafide Native productions and depict the Indigo Plagting system as,
viewed by Natives at large.”
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