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The China plan
The devil will be Im the detall of the Myanmar-

Bangladesh deal on Bohingya repetriation
he agreement reachad between Myanmar and
Tﬂ-ngh:hﬁhh:mpirunbhhgumﬁwmg-
et that the Chinese proposal has found some
tracion as a solution to the orisis. 1 bes hoen smalad af
tar a threemonth milkary cperation by Mysmomar
Ralhing, which reubed in around 00,000 Rohingya
fl the: nce o fioa human-
Imuiﬂd:l:r nﬂ:hﬂ.‘mmmuﬂuhm:]
Maypyidaw. It 15 against this background that china
sizpped in with tis three-point plan. Earlier this month,
Minlser 'I"Ilﬂﬂl:]l:l:lﬂ-‘l.l‘tgh—
dmhmiﬂmnﬂh“ﬂi{g]:uwm]:
n'hhmdbdhmmmha:lm;ﬂdn.rn:hrﬂu
plam, Myanmar and Banghdash wars i hold bilateral
talls and reach 2 agreemant - which hos
been achieved. However, the frst siep In BRljing’s ap-
prmch - which imvolead a dedamation of ceasefire I
l:l:lmmln.i:inﬂmd.qlhmmludhimlm
mediat relbief t0 the sales devastated
nol Sken offect. 1fihis were io happen, the thi ]::n'ld
providing economic asistance for the developman of
tha Rakhina as part of a long-amm sokation.
China, has hisiorically been wary of seppng
Inin domestic conflicts In other countries, 15 baing
proactive in this case. 15 osm intemst 15 at sake. Bafing
ey rekSons with both amd
mar; Fakhme & an Important mu:ﬂﬂu]:i
Rnad Intisve. China i bulldinga §7.3 billion deap-wa-
bar port in tha provinceand has nvested §2.65 bilkon 1o
bulld an ol and ge= oommecting coastal Rak
hine o Tunnan. China has put pressune om Myammar
bocen a prtradied monflict i Rakhing will he docid-
ecly against Balfing’s economic intorosts, The signing of
a repatriation deal sopggests this e s work-
Ing. Bt detads of the the mumbar
of Eohingya who will be sent back, and the timeling,
hava not been revsaled. 1t s also not clear whethar the
refigas themephves want o go back bo a plos thay had
fled In such droumsiances. Or in the event
they do, where thoy will b resstled. From the detaik
of the plan 1 1s cear that China soes the Rohingya oarisls
nmmuﬁ:pﬂbﬁn,gl‘mthhﬂ:ﬂmh
on deelopment. Whils economic asistance 1s
n.-mﬂluwrnnj]:uuthnlsnm&my]”dﬂ:],
amd them meads io bean accompanying poltical soks.
lo= 15 willing o roll Emck tha InsiSational bar-
riers that render Rohingya mcond-class peopla. Unkss
they an acropiod 2= equal ditsens, there i umllkaly to
bea longterm sohaSion o the Rakhine unmest
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Following Myanmar’s fleeing Rohingy
Since the late 1970s, nearly one million Rohingya Muslims have fled
Myanmar due to wndespread persecution.
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* Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi travelled to Bangladesh and Myanmar with the
proposal

»The agreement reached between Myanmar and Bangladesh to repatriate
Rohingya refugees suggests that the Chinese proposal has found some traction as
a solution to the crisis.

* China, which has historically been wary of stepping into domestic conflicts in
other countries, is being proactive in this case.

* China has put pressure on Myanmar because a protracted conflict in Rakhine will
be decidedly against Beijing’s economic interests.
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»Rakhine is an important link in its Belt and Road
Initiative.

* Details of the agreement, including the number of
Rohingya who will be sent back, and the timeline,
have not been revealed.

* It is also not clear whether the refugees themselves want

to go back

* Unless they are accepted as equal citizens, there is
unlikely to be a long-term solution to the Rakhine
unrest.
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Endgame in Syria

Linless the peace dividend is visible so0n, regression to anarchy cannot be nuled out
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* The conflict has Ll Armenia Azerbaijan
taken a horrific toll:
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> Russian Air Force, Iranian experts and fighters from Hezbollah militia of Lebanon

* The rebels, with the solitary exception of Kurdish forces, have been losing ground, with their foreign
patrons, mainly the U.S. and the Gulf Cooperation Council states, becoming more equivocal.

« The antagonists have been inconclusively engaged in the Astana Process, sponsored and
guaranteed by Russia, Iran and Turkey, and the U.N.-sponsored Geneva Peace Talks.
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» Turkey demands the ouster of Mr. Assad and regards the Kurdish militia as

terrorists, Russia and Iran hold opposite stands.
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* There is some room for guarded optimism: Syrians have an ancient civilisation
which has always been multi-ethnic and mostly serene.

* Further, their bitter experience provides a cautionary lesson.

A place for India

* By keeping a low profile during the conflict, India has earned wider acceptability
across the Syrian social spectrum.

* In normal times, the annual bilateral trade between the two countries was over
half a billion dollars, with India enjoying a large trade surplus.

* In a post-conflict situation, India has a potential role in institution building and
reconstruction.
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The mandates of natural justice

(luestions for the judiciry on the anniversary of India’= adoption of its Constitution
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* In 1969, the Supreme Court Bar
Association declared November
26 as Law Day, “a red-letter day,
in the words of the association’s
then president, L.M. Singhvi,
which the government has now
designated as Constitution Day.
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e “Our purpose in designating 26th November as Law Day,” said Singhvi, in his
inaugural address, “is to emphasise the role and importance of law in the life of
our Republic, to review the state of law and administration of justice, to suggest
ways and means of improving our laws and our legal and judicial system, to
establish better and more meaningful equations between the Bench and the Bar,

to strengthen the principle of the independence of the judiciary... and to
maintain, reinforce and augment public confidence in our legal and judicial

system.”

* Orissa High Court judge, I.M. Quddusi

* Lord Chief Justice Hewart of the King’s Bench nearly 100 years ago: that “justice
should not only be done, but should manifestly and undoubtedly be seen to be

done.”
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The Gajendragadkar way
* Incident from August 1964

 When a group of intervenors represented by the lawyer Purushottam Trikamdas
— a ‘tiger’ at the bar, by Fali Nariman’s reckoning — made what was at the time
an odd request to a bench presided by the CJl, P.B. Gajendragadkar, which was
hearing a case concerning the validity of a Bombay land acquisition law.
Gajendragadkar, they argued, should not hear the case, since its outcome would
affect a cooperative housing society of which he was a member.

e Attorney General, C.K. Daphtary, who was appearing for the Union of India, stood
up to point out to the judge that it wouldn’t be ethical for him to hear either of
the cases, given that any decision in the Madras case would have likely bound the
court later when it heard the challenge to the Bombay law.

* The next day the bench was promptly reconstituted, with Justice K. Subba Rao
presiding.
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A symbolic victory
Withows popular support, the ALADME will
gatn zllch by winming hack Its election symbss

WT}I brings people togather & not alvays
ancugh o them togethar. The
Fnr&mmﬂuﬂu:tm:yﬂnlmr
encouraged the two ctions:of the All India Anna Dravt
da Mometra Kazhagam o come gether, but the allo-
cation of the symbol by the Elaction Commission & not
likoaty o make the prospecis of their staying togethar
amy greater. While the 0. Pannaersehvam group formed
a soparate Bction 2= 2 protest agatnst the domineering
influencs of the Salab Bmily tn the tha Edap.
pad K. Fabniswami groop disancad isef the 5a-
silab family as a sarvival ctic io seck greater poltical
legitmacy. Both camps have meainad thatr sepamiz
Ideniitie= after the merger. Therefonz, the allomSon of
tha mymibol risks accentuating the internal snagghke for
posts and postSons within the party. Whike anothar
spix In the near futurs & mnikady, the competing daims
fior poswer and infuence by tha two Botions could put
tha party under renewed stress. Bt what the allocation
of the:symibol doss for the nubing comiing s o ghe B an
advaniage over the Sastkab Gction, mepresented by
T.T¥. Dhimalaran, i the &.K. H!].I’E-dﬂ:ﬂm with
the help of Two Loaves, the camp of 'EFS and Ops’
might be able o haat bark the challenga posad by kir.
Dhirakaman, who has almady dockmed his intontion o
comtnst the slersion for the seat.

Tha EC was famed with a smightforsand lsue in de-
ciding the symbol case. The merged Gactions command-
ed the support of 2 majority of the members of Paria-
mant and Stte kgislasse and the orgnisational
wings. True, avem at the Hime tha cass et cama op bo-
fiore: the EL, the EFS Gction, wiich at that tme had the
benafction of the Sasikab frmily, orjoyed the sopport
of a majorty of the party's memberns. But with the R
Magar byalaction In sight it was subssquenthy defermad
after insanmes of voler bribery cama o hght, the EC
had wken the sit option of fraring the symbol and
the rame of the party. Wih the symbaol =2 out of the
wiTy. the ruling AIADME comibing @m once agin oom-
cantraie on fghting the Drawida Munnatm
1= long-time rival. Unlilm what they did n the bttle
with Mr. Dhinakaran, Chiel Mintster Palaniwami amd
Deputy Chiel Minlsier Panneerselam cannot hope o
project the maleelence of Sasilak 2 an Eeae for far-
mongering in the confest with tha DMK Tha B.K_ Nagar
by-alection will akso be the first eledoml test for the
Siate governmant, which needs io eress the popalar
Impresion that B & atling drectionless withodt 2 pl
lot. & wiciory for the EFS-0FS grouping cosld goa long
way I establiching the political legtmary of 2 greern-
m-g'tl:lu:uﬁﬂnmrurgmdumlhngfmnpp
lalithoa. Equally, an adverse result In this by-section
coukd underming the government, Eringing it onder
Teen graalsr prssumn fom inskde 25 well 2 mabside.

AIADMK
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* While the O. Panneerselvam group formed a separate faction as a protest against
the domineering influence of the Sasikala family in the party, the Edappadi K.
Palaniswami group distanced itself from the Sasikala family as a survival tactic to
seek greater political legitimacy.

»Both camps have retained their separate identities after the merger.

* The allocation of the symbol does for the ruling combine is to give it an
advantage over the Sasikala faction.

»The EC was faced with a straightforward issue in deciding the symbol case.

* The merged factions commanded the support of a majority of the members of
Parliament and State legislature and the organisational wings.

* Popular impression that AIADMK is hurtling directionless without a pilot AIADMK
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Massacre in the mosque

The Rawdah mosque in Egypt's restive Sinai province, known as a place
for Sufi gatherings, came under attack on Friday, resulting in the death

of hundreds of people

—
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L R~ I e . & i
Egyptians outside the Rawdah mosque in Bir al-Abed, el-Sheikh | \\,9)0
following the attack, on Friday. = Arp " REDSEA
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26/11 mastermind vows to continue Kashmir
struggle

* As 26/11 Mumbai attacks mastermind Hafiz
Saeed vowed to continue his struggle to “free”
Kashmir from India in a sermon just hours after
his release from house arrest on Friday, the
Union Home Ministry described his comments
as a “rearticulation” of the agenda of terrorists
“who have thrived across the border.”

» Saeed was freed from house arrest as the
Home department decided not to file any other
case against him.

e Asserting that Jammu and Kashmir “is and will
remain an integral part” of India, the Ministry
said that such repeated utterances by terrorists
have been given an appropriate response on the
ground every time by the law enforcement
agencies and the people of the State.
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CBI chief backed Asthana: Centre

. Refuting allegations that the second in command in the
country’s premier investigative agency was appointed
against the wishes of the CBI Director, the Centre on
Fﬂday declared R.K. Asthana as an “outstanding”
officer.

* He had successfully steered investigations in 40-odd
scams, including the UPA 2 government’s coal scam and
case%lagamst Delhi government’s ministers and officials,
it said.

* In a response to the Supreme Court, Attorney-General
K.K. Venugopal rejected claims that Mr. Asthana was
gppomte against Mr. Alok Kumar Verma’s note of

Issent.

* The Attorney-General furnished the minutes of the
meeting held by the selection committee.
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Four train accidents within 12 hours kill 7

 Four train accidents in less than 12 hours in Uttar Pradesh and Odisha killed
seven people and injured at least 11, officials said on Friday.

* Three of the accidents were reported from Uttar Pradesh and one from Odisha. There
were two derailments, including one in Uttar Pradesh’s Chitrakoot district that killed
three people early on Friday morning; one incident of an engine decoupling from the
wagon and a train hitting a car at an unmanned crossing.

* The spate of accidents began at 7.19 p.m. on Thursday.
* A local train hit a Bolero vehicle at an unmanned crossing near Amethi in Uttar Pradesh,
killing four people and injuring two.

* Then, at 4.18 am, 13 coaches of the Vasco Da Gama-Patna Express, on its way from Goa
to Patna, derailed near Manikpur in Uttar Pradesh, killing three people, including a six-
vear-old boy and his father, and injuring nine.

* The Patna-bound passenger train, which derailed soon after leaving the Manikpur
Railway Station in Chitrakoot district, was moving slowly as a result of which casualties
were fewer, officials said. According to ADG (Law and Order), Anand Kumar, prima facie
a fractured railway track led to the accident.

. ga]llway Minister Piyush Goyal has ordered a probe by the Commissioner, Railway
aftety.
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India, Sri Lanka to expedite projects

* Expediting decisions on joint
projects and “solving the problems
that have emerged” was at the top
of the agenda as Sri Lankan Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
External Affairs Minister Sushma
Swaraj and President Ram Nath
Kovind during his two-day visit to
Delhi, officials on both sides
highlighted here.

 Among the projects discussed in
particular were the plans for India
to develop the Trincomalee
harbour, including the Oil Tank
farms project, as well as the Indian
bid to lease and manage the
Mattala airport in Hambantota.
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Rajnath to chair meet on Centre-State ties

* Home Minister Rajnath Singh will chair a meeting of the Standing Committee of
the Inter-State Council (ISC) on Saturday to discuss the recommendations made
by the Punchhi Commission on Centre-State relations.

* Finance Minister Arun Jaitley and External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj, along
with Chief Ministers Amarinder Singh of Punjab, Manik Sarkar of Tripura, Naveen
Patnaik of Odisha and Raman Singh of Chhattisgarh, would be present.

* The Punchhi Commission, notified in 2005, submitted its report in 2010. Its
recommendations pertaining to national security, communal harmony, Centre-
State financial relations and planning are expected to be discussed.

* The Commission, in its report, had said that ‘National Security’ as a subject was
not specifically listed in any of the three Lists: the Union, the State or the
Concurrent List.

e ‘Security’ is a subject in which the States and the Union have a common interest
and are expected to act in a coordinated manner,” the report had said.
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No fresh polls if NOTA exceeds candidates’ votes

* “Holding elections in our country costs money,” Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra said,
while rejecting a public interest litigation petition suggesting fresh elections whenever
the public chose overwhelmingly the “None of the Above” (NOTA) option.

* Supreme Court advocate Ashwini Upadhyay said that if NOTA got the highest number of
votes, it would amount to an expression of public dissatisfaction with the candidates in
the fray.

* |f this happened, the result should have to be nullified by the Election Commission.

* In response, a three-judge Bench, led by the Chief Justice, gave Mr. Upadhyay an
illustration.

* “Let us say the highest percentage of votes polled by a candidate is 40 and the rest goes
to NOTA. Does this mean we subject this candidate to another election,” Chief Justice
Misra asked.

* “So, this means there should be an election each time a candidate gets less than 51% of
the votes polled ...We cannot say such things. We will not be doing our duty and will be
crossing a constitutional barricade,” the Chief Justice said.
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S&P stands pat on its rating

S&P DASHES HOPE OF OUTLOOK ON ECONOMY.
A DOUBLE UPGRADE 3 REFORMS, POLITICS '
Rating Retained at BBB-/A-3 Growth will Despite
Outlook retained at Stable remain strong, | obstacles,
average 7.6% reforms to
1 IT TAKES NOTE OF... over 2017-20 continue
Strong GDP Improving mone- Sound external | Demonetisation
growth tary credibility accounts position | hit confidence
Sound external | |ndia’s strong Fiscal deficit to and G?P growth
profile democratic remain in line Teething
Free press institutions with forecast, but | problems of GST
consolidation will | have dampened
2 ..BUT POINTS TO WEAKNESSES [k growth
Country's low per capita income NDA to make Bank
= : g @ further gains in | capitalisation to
Relatively high general % state polls, even | help expand
government debt stock attain majority in RS | credit

mm
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Ans

1. Research work

2. Kaladan
1) Economic
2) Tourism and Culture
3) Access to sea for NorthEast India
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Questions

1. The system of Dyarchy was introduced in India in
A. 1909
B. 1935
C. 1919
D. 1945

2. Whoisrightly called the Father of Local Self Government in India?
A. Lord Ripon
B. Lord Dalhousie
C. Lord Bentinck
D. Lord Curzon

3.  Which country is the largest producer of fuel wood?

A. Russia

B. Indonesia
C. India

D China
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