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this month's faaabulous cartoon idea comes

“T+5 GReAT To Ger
AWAY FRoM THE CITy
oV A SUNDAY AND
ENJOY THE Gones” g
BEAV.U.U.UTIFUL

send your ideas for a carfoon fo 'Bradlands

ere can you get
a copy of the IMM22
Fireworks Cafe, Austinmer
Blue Water Take Out, Thirroul
North End Video, Thirroul
Wombat Restorations, Thirroul
Crosstown Records, Woonona

Big Beat Drum Shop,
Fairy Meadow

Waves, Towradgi

Kickstart Rehearsal Studio,
Nth Wollongong

North gong Hotel
Wollongong Uni

Plantroom Cafe, Wollongong
Rishikesh, Wollongong
Ancient Wisdom, Globe Lane
Dusty Covers, Wollongong
Rock Asylum, Wollongong
Regent Cinema, Wollongong
Bead Box, Wollongong
Redback Records, Wollongong
Oxford Tavern, Wollongong
Frenchies Cafe, Wollongong
Brashes at Westfield

arrawong
Record shop, Westfield Figtree

Wayne Roberts Jewellers,
nanderra

Kaleidoscope, Thirroul
Record shop, Kiama

Raw Vanity, Keira St
V{yollongong

Coledale Video Shop

Aadvark Cafe, Kembla St
Wollongong

Soma Retro Fashions,
ollongong

Indian Summer Thirroul

If you are aware of some place
near you that we could distribute

GIDAY TO THE FUZZY TEETH BRIGADE,

I've got the shits big time!!!

Those dirty scoundrals down in Canberra have decided
that chopping down our trees and woodchipping is the
best way to use our forests!! | quite like the way that
forests where used in fairy tales better e.g Little Red
Riding Hood, Hansel & Grefel....but instead we appar-
ently need to be far more destructive. Why don’t the
loggers have plantation forests or why the flipping hell
aren’t we exploring the use of products such as hemp.
I'm sick to death of these f@#*in bastards just ripping
out our trees. When | was in Tasmania a couple of years
ago | went on this trip to a recently deforested area,
there were bits of trees everywhere, it's not like they
even give enough of a shit o take all of the tree, | say if
you're gonna rip it out make the most of it, don’t leave
that much behind that you have to take another 5 trees
to make up your inefficiencies. Why do we have to cut
down a tree to make paper or cardboard efc. Hemp can
make all of this. Why aren’t businesses offered incen-
tives to use more recycled paper??2? It seems that we

from Maralin Dick of Wollongong!!!!

84 Cliff Rd. Wollongong 2500 where they can be bought fo life by the residing grafik arteest & published in the IMM

could easily cut our use therfore reducing the impact on
forest. I'll tell you why, because the fellas that own these
paper and logging companies are better friends with
polititions. They can wine and dine the pollies, | can’t
even get to talk to the buggers let alone take them out
to dinner (I’'m not sure David Beddal would like nachos
at the Plantroom anyway).

Whatever you do make sure that you’ve enrolled to
vote. There’s a state election in March and it's really
important the Fred Nile does not get in again, and it's
the vote of young people that will count. Also the
Greens are running a candidate in one of the lllawarra
seafs. So if Australian Wilderness is of concern to you
maybe the green candidate can offer better representa-
tion.

Logging isn’t happening on the lllwarra escarpment but
it is happening further down the south coast. The
Wilderness Society regularly organise forest protests,
they also have a shop in Keira St, Wollongong and
a|woys have ways that you can l‘ne|p4 So you can give
them a call on 262 530, if you've got some spare time.
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Silverchair at Waves, .
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Well womeofour Wollongong bands

have been off playing around elsewhere. Dinky
Crash have jigged in Cronulla and might have
some Sydney dates lined up. Shifter have a
Sydney jig and so have Throbbing Aprils.
Mudlungs are off down Canberra way with the
Goatherders....finally other places are seeing
but not believing our supa dupa musos!!!

with Bave Curley’s decision to do it
his way i.e. goatless, comes the exciting
announcement that he will occassionally be
filling in for Ben Hession on the Australian
Indie Music Show on 2Vox. It's about time
Ben gets a break when he wants one.

SUNAMI will be putting on some over
18’s BYO nights. You'll need photo ID. Don't
think it's an opportunity to go berko on the
booze, only reasonable amounts of alcohol are
allowed. Yep you can a drink but try a be a bit
responsible about it!!

WordisthatMagic Dirt

blew Hole of stage on Saturday, January 14 .
Will someone please get this band back to

Wollongong!!!

Uni il be back soon so hopefully Don
has got some huge indie gigs lined up.

“Someone pleasefetusknow————

CIGSSlFledS: A sixties influenced
band is looking for a guitarist. Unfortunately |
was given this ad whilst out one night and of
course the information has been mislayed.
What | can tell you is that they’ve got some
‘experienced’ musicians and they’ve played
with around town. So if you're interested ring

298 455 and leave a message we'll pass it
H

of

Kiama Jazz Festiva| is held over the

weekend of the February 11. We haven't
received details about who's playing, but note
that it's on and try and get a copy of the pro-
gram. | wonder if Trout Fishing in Quebec will
eature???

For all those readers who enjoy METAL

be it death, grindcore or just darn right
heavy! There is a new fanzine available
‘Serpent Speech’ it fo is produced in
Wollongong and can be purchased at Rock
Asylum for $6. It's got stacks of interviews,
art, and info. If you can’t get into Rock
Asylum you can purchase it by mail, write to
19 Rowland Ave Wollongong 2500. It's put

__together by Lucy-and-Carmen-Thompson-

Please note that the Goatherders gig at Sunami
on Feb 18 is Dave Curley's last ever ever jig.
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At last all you need in
pro-audio and all under
one roof in the city centre.

TOYBOX

recording studios

Wollongongs only professional
24 digital/analogue
recording facility

CD’s, albums, backing Cd's,
singles, demos, solos etc
jingle production
large array of
pro outboard equipment

spacious control room

sequencing for bands-duos efc

easy access
tape duplication

rehearsal rooms

292111 or 018 427123

Northside Sound

Professional sound
& lighting systems

public address systems
wireless mic’s & guitar systems
portable battery P.A.
smoke machines
background music
budget P.A. packages
audio visual equipment
stage lighting
recording equipment-
special FX lighting

HIRE, SALES ,
PRODUCTION SERVICE,
INSTALLATION, REPAIRS.

26 1011
58a Auburn St Wollongong
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) i #lOxford - Hobo Push + 7 3

Doing it Locally & ] [

10 til 12pm g

Eclectic Avengers
10 til 12pm
i Thurs 9 -
Sat 11
Oxford - Naiad + Black

Oxford - Alloy Forces Northgong-Hammonds

fMon 13

Tues 14
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Oxtord - Beathoven + U UXTOra - INe MerTy YYiaows
Oxford - B [ Northgong-This Thing,
Claytons Blues Band B Mushroom You & Thatcher
Aadvarks-Mardi Gras
Night with Cantlelibre
$10 includes supper

Blues Music Show

8 til 10pm Belltower
Eclectic Avengers 0 ovox FM 106.9
10 fil 12pm i

Sunami-Zambian
f W Goatherders & Body Jar
B8 WC5 (all ages)

Moxford - Swomii Tom +

i Aprils + Ecological Toiletfl

+ Nabilone

outh on Air 9 til 10pm
Independent Music
Show 10 til 12pm

: L fully Jig
Live Enten;imn !
e . ent - .
MUSIC / COMPUTERS - N A : 86 Kemby, ;‘; See Gig Guide
Jicenced second hand dalers fo bu?' & se“:v et ) o, = = 2 5 W°"°ngong (ODp. Tey
s computers records picture dises £€0m Building)
sega games  lazer discs ; ) >~ :
CD's ({unauthorised & second }.mnd) & INSTRUCTIONS:
181 Keira Street (near Regent Cinema) 2 gently remove gig guide and place in visible area of household
262815 for urgent consultation before hitting town
7 DO NOT TUMBLE DRY

rock video!




It was a Thrusday night down at the Wollongong YOll'I‘l.l Centre.
There was a big line up for tickets fo see The Meanies, Smudge, Budd

and Dettol.

“sponed a suave young good looking male, nice
long dreads and dressed in a sassy blue suit. That young
man was none other than Link of the Meanies.

Lucy-“I remember you guys played here last year, there
was a lot of stage diving, actually it was your band who
started it off in Wollongong. The crowd just went off!! Do

you encourage ite”

Link-"I don’t encourage/discourage it, | like it to me it's
a good vibe, it kind of sucks when you have got a few
bouncers grabbing people. Sometimes they’re O.K. but
the majority of the time you get the bouncers getting
really rough with the crowd, that shits me. | prefer a
higher stage than you got in here, that's when it's awk-
ward you get people knocking gear over. If you have a

stage that's a little higher that's O.K.”

Lucy-“Any bad stage diving accidents at your gig?”

Link-“A couple of broken bones, a friend of mine had
her teeth all knocked out at the front, | got a good one-
we had this guy who came fo our show, we did a tour
‘The Ugliest Sin’, people had to come to the gig wearing
a paper bag over their head so they could get in half
price so there’s all these people going to MacDonalds
gefting paper bags. This guy was crossing the road with

show that's kind of cool.”

Lucy-“Did you play any gigs in America and how recep-

tive are the crowds there?”

a paper bag over his head and he got hit by a car and
broke his arm, he went to hospital and was rushing back
to see the show. He came in on the last song. | thought
that was amusing, he was keen and all to get back to the

Link-“around 5 or 6, we did one in a small pub in
Seattle which was really good, we had a great time, they
were really into it, all the rock stars from Seattle were
there, the who's who of rock”

Lucy- “I heard you met Pearl Jams Eddie Vedder”

Link- “I didn’t meet him, someone in the band did

though. We went bowling with Mudhoney that's m
claim to fame, | was too nervous to falk to them, | we
sitting there frying fo get pissed, so | wouldn’t be so ne

vous, kind of pathetic really”

SHLL

Lucy- “With some of your songs, they sound somewh:
comical e.g. ‘Wally’s Answering Machine’, ‘Big Berthe

But then you have songs with a more serious conte

interview with Linky by Lucy.

e.g. ‘Goodbye Man’, are the songs supposed to come o

comical or is it just @ natural thing?”

Link- “I'm glad you pointed that out, you'll get peop

who'll look at the sillier songs like ‘Wally’s Answerir
Machine’, which is a joke sone in The Meanies repetior
And people will base the bands image around them eve
some songs that have a serious confent sometimes have

humorous edge. | guess that's sort of DK’s influence cor

LUCY

ing out, yeah but most of the stuff | write about to me
quite serious.

AMMONIA
in a box
(murmur)

The first single off the title-track E.P. ‘in a box”
is the kind of song where you’ll here it once and
then it will remain in your head. It holds good
bass, welcoming itself into the song inbetween
the first few bars. Occasionally heard on Triple J,
‘in a box’ is an exciting little up-beat pop-song.
1t’s difficult to try to compare Ammonia to
another band, but they do have a similar sound to
Pure, or dEUS. Maybe, you’d expect Ammonia
to be the usual independent guitar sounding band.
but they aren’t. They hold something a lot more
stimulating and interesting.

The third track, ‘lucky no.3’ opening with a mil-
itary sounding drumming beat, was one of the
favourites on *Youngblood 4’ ,an Australian
compilation released last year. It also holds the
same foundation with the bass as *In a Box’ does.
The bass falling inbetween the first few bars, and
swiftly coming and going.

*dr. strangeleave’ is the last track, and the more
tempting. At the beginning, you feel as if you're
falling. The first few seconds are balancing your
resistance on the edge. Like a tight-rope walker,
every beat is worth your life. Once the bass slides
in, your okay. The song picks itself up and your
away. It’s short, but very melodic. It is a wel-
coming change to hear this track, the intro har-
bouring into a feeling of looseness, like it is
beckoning you to join in,and you can’t escape
until it’s over.

Ammonia have mastered a fine E.P. T hope they
come out of their box and we can see them
around here soon.

Avriane.

CRUSH inc.

Popgun Records

This is the first release for Adelaide based
Popgun Records. who specialise in 7" vinyl
(yum). CRUSH inc. have some rock’n bass
renching tunes. If you like the Mark of Cain, Tad
and The Melvins then you'll get into CRUSH
inc. Popgun have a second release by Muff and
both will shortly be available at Sunami or
Redback can get it in or mail order. This is what I
call independent, good on ya Popgun.

Karen

HOLE
MAGIC DIRT
HATEMAN
Selina's

14th January

"Sold Out" said the sign above the door, yet it
was inappropriate for this gig. Not in terms of the
number of people, Selina's has rarely been so
full, rather it was the whole concept of these
three bands ever selling out that made the sign
seem mistaken.

Hateman took to the stage with a rumbling
testosterone inspired set, which became one long
kidney shaking grunt peppered with melodic
hints and insightful songs such as the satirical
Mr. Progress. Largely wallowing in a spitting
mire of death metal with spillage from the edgier
side of Helmet, their one true lyrical contribution
was the mantra "when we leave this world lets
hope we leave no one behind us".

But tonight belonged to Magic Dirt. Here, were it
counted most. this Geelong based four piece
pulled off their squawl of noise with energy and
grace. Frontperson Adalita taken away by the
spaceship of sound that she was flying, while
Daniel stayed steady as a rock. his guitar her
earth. Tracks came mainly from their extended
EP, "Life Was Better" with Adalita letting down
her hair for the second song of the set. Ice. They
ripped apart Amoxcyllin with a devestating force,
only it is Fairy Park which marks the presence of
Magic Dirt with the distinctive vocal roar of left-
ist bassplayer Dean, even if it is Adalita that
deserves all your attention. All of the songs revel
in a compound musical relationship, the last
number tonight especially being a formidable
structure of complex time changes and simple
hooks.

Anticipation was the key for tonight. Waiting
ages, maybe it was the Magic Dirt that had Hole
hanging back. Whatever, when the roar went up
and out came Courtney there was no need for her
to apologise. Wrapped in a coat and smoking a
cigarette, she dispensed with both to take on her
defiant air: dressed in black, draped with a guitar,
and one foot planted on the monitors in an unde-
niable stance. Hole launched into Plump, Love's
powerful voice struggling to summon its
strength, and someone's timing short of the mark.
By the third song Jennifer's Body they had

clicked in, the music was convincing and
Courtney's throat was open wide.

The show though soon went off the rails. It
became a performance, rather than a concert.
Courtney was using the mic almost as much for
talking as singing. Cracking wisely about rock
stars like Stipe and Reznor, comparing Pearl Jam
to Sherbert, dissing on Evan Dando, threatening
to box a JJJ DJ "like a kangaroo", and jesting
about her nine inch internal penis. Then words
turned into actions as she surmounted the speaker
stack. With her guitar she was twenty feet up and
touching the roof, leaning out and grasping the
lighting bar she was a woman possessed looking
down on a mass calling Courtney to dive. And
she wanted to. The music industry got to
Courtney first though and brought her back down
the stack., brought her closer to the reaching
hands, close enough to jump. The mosh caught
Love and twirled her through the crowd like a
bitch goddess, holding her up and dragging down
at the same time. She re-emerged in a suitably
tattered dress. Missing a shoe. When Courtney
offered to swap a stocking for the shoe, some-
body threw it back with sufficient force to clean
up Hole's excellent new bassplayer Melissa Auf
der Maur. Already suffering a nose bleed. she
was later taken to hospital.

"Be a punk for a second” was Courtneys urging
to Eric Erlandson. She'd already turned a few
campfire songs such as In The Pines to fill the
gaping hole left by no bassplayer. but the show
had to go on. They blasted out a more than suit-
able version of Doll Parts, tackled and trashed
the old chestnut Teenage Whore , and revealed
the true extent of Erlandson's brilliance in pulling
off Credit in the Straightworld with a fullness of
sound unsurpassed. The unexpected had knocked
even Love off guard and her resignation slipped
and slid down with the performance. only to end
with the futile dramatics of a hurled guitar. That
was it, no encore, not a chance. Of her many
quips one distant echo remained "I'm sick of this
planet, but it's OK, I won't even be here twenty
four hours from now". Only time will tell.

© 1995, lan Gostelow

BLACKFELLAS

‘Blackfellas’ is stirring, moody, tense and
funny. It is not solely about problems in an
Aboriginal community, it places a spotlight on
problems in white society too. When it comes

down to it, the focus is on people trying to cre:
a safe, comfortable life against the odds.

That might sound like hard going but it’s mc
than worth it, because ‘Blackfellas’ makes thin
easier with a strong sense of humour.

Doug Dooligan (John Moore) has just got out
prison, and he’s trying to go straight. His alc
holic father is in jail. His white mother finds
difficult to understand Doug’s inner conflict, a
she can’t relate to the deeper Aboriginal trac
tions. She can’t understand why he wants
spend so much time with those he considers |
brothers, his family.

Doug’s best mate, Floyd ‘Pretty Boy” Day
(David Ngoombujarra), keeps getting Doug i
trouble. Floyd could have a future as an Aus
Rules player but he won’t put in the effort.
Floyd is always dragging his friends into shon
deals and criminal scehmes, yet he always m:
ages to avoid the consequences of his actions.

Doug’s in love with Polly (Jaylene Riley) t
she’s also turning to crime. Doug wants to te
her away from what he sees is a destructive en
ronment, and try to fix up the house his father |
up on his own land, his ancestral land.

Doug’s spiritual search is torn, and pulled in s¢
eral directions.

‘Blackfellas™ is set in a nameless town and the
the point, it could be anywhere in Australia. T
film is brought to life by rich characterizatio
from the leads to the extras. The excellent si
porting cast includes Lisa Kinchela as Floy:
ever suffering partner, John Hargreaves as

detective and Trevor Parfitt as Tiny. Ernie Dir
has a small role (in fact, I can’t remember w
he did at all) and plays the part of Percy.

A short film of around one and a half hou
‘Blackfellas™ is more than worthy of of the ac
lades and awards heaped upon it. A triumph

director and writer James Rickets¢
‘Blackfellas™ features some torrid confrontatic
and strong interplay. The soundtrack, by Da
Milroy and the Warumpi Band, is powerful ¢
evocative.

When [ was watching this video, some id
walked into the room and said “This is t
‘Blackfellas™ movie is it? What do they do. j
get pissed and shit?”

‘Blackfellas™ is meant to combat such ignoran
It pulls no punches, features the good and

bad. and provides an insight into a way of

that white Australia does not know. and of
hides.

AVAILABLE FROM NORTH END VID
THIRROUL. -David Weber

—
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200 QUESTIONS WITH

ﬁ hen did you decide you wanted to leave the
\ Zambian Goat Herders2

Around mid last year, about June or July I guess.

Why do you want to leave?

It got to the point where the band was at a particular level, I guess,
after Endorphin was released, it did pretty well, got some good
reviews, we didn’t have trouble getting gigs pretty much anywhere
and..... I felt as if the other guys wanted to play more than I was
able to play. I guess, four or five years ago [ was in-a band that was
playing all the time. I was really into that then, now I don’t want (o
do that.

My living situation was different then. I didn’t have the commit-
ments and responsibilities I have now. The desires to do certain
things, I didn’t have those desires then. Al T wanted o do was play.
in a band.Having so many commitments, I'wasn’t getting to prac-
tice as much as I wanted to. I love jamming, but I wasn’t getting to
do it as much as I should’ve. I wasn’t able to do as. many gigsas [
wanted to. %

I’m fortunate enough to have a job I like ind I can see aﬁlluf\; in
that. I'm at university and enjoying studying. I'm lucky enough to
be in a relationship that means a lot to me. We’ve got this new. tele-
scope, and we really want to get into fooking into the sky,land real-
ly learning about what it is we're looking at up there. I ve wo[a
mortgage... : :

How did the rest of the band take your decision initially2

They were really good. I guess they could S I was really bugy
and under stress a bit, they were dlsappomled a! first, but they
weren’t that surprised. They kind of saw it coming. They complefew
ly understood where I was coming from.

I guess they could’ve been selfish about it but they weren't, at all
Which is really nice, it made the whole thing a lot easier. W‘ ,alled
a meeting, and sat and spoke about it. I put all my cards on the
table, I’ve been honest about it all along. It was about last July. and
we said we'd try and keep it-quiet. The album (Awake) was about
to come out so we tried to keep it quiet.

I wanted to give the band plenty of notice so they could choos¢
what they wanted todo, The four of them chose to go on and not
replace me, Brent and Matthew want to sing, So because they've
known for this long, they’ve pragticed a lot without me and I
believe they re building a new set. I believe some of the songs are
ones I was involved in, and some are new songs.

I’m happy that we dealt with it responsibly, and the friendships
can survive because there was no bullshit there. I could’ve kept it to
myself and I would’ve gotangry and we’d end up hating each
other.

And it’s also important to me to end it that way because I've been
in bands for ten yéars, and | didn’t want fo leave it all with sour
memories. Especially something that’s meant so much to me.

The latest album showedthe band becoming more versatile.

Has the band’s strong development.made your decision hard-
ere

I guess in answer to the question, yes, it was more difficult
because it would’ve been easier to leave if say, the band was crap.
There’s no reason why they won’t go on to bigger and better things
without me, and if they do, that’s great.
The Proton Energy Pills and the Zambian Goat Herders did the
hard slog of perpetual gigging. Can you see yourself being
that committed to a band again?

No way.

The Protons and the Zambians have had high profile gigs and tours
with Buffalo Tom, Mudhoney, Dinosaur Jr., and Offspring to name
a few. Inevitably. these gigs have brought you to more and more
people. Is it hard to leave that side of it?

That’s a funny one because we had a couple of really good shows
a while back, we did Silverchair on a Friday and Tumbleweed on
the Sunday and that was over two thousand people in two days and
it was fantastic, it went over really well and I got to think “Oh my
God, do I really want to leave this?" I knew I did and had to, but it
was hard because of that.

I turned that around in my head and thought it was good to be
going out on top, still in a great band that could rock, and could cut
it
What did you learn from those sort of gigs?

To keep your feet firmly on the ground. What I saw with the
Zambians and the Protons, at a particular point, was that we were
good enough to present ourselves to a big crowd when we’re sup-
porting a big act, and we could cut it. There are other things, like
how agents run things, how much power they’ve got. That’s a big
issue in itself, and a contentious one.

But six years ago, when we (Protons) supported Dinosaur Jr. it

was such a buzz, I was so wide eyed. It’s important toenjoy play-
ing in front of a big crowd. Don’t take yourself too seriously, enjoy
the moment.

But again, a gig at a:small, sweaty venue with a shit PA can have
such energy that you wouldn’t swap it for anylhmg
When you decided to leave, did you think about fhe fod that
you've commitied so much thus far2

My expectations weren’t that grea} to start with. People often say

that, because two of my brothers are it a band that I used to be in,
people ask me if I'd; ﬁke to “make it” too. What do they mean? T
never envisaged anything like that, It was never a goal to be a
“rock star” or whatever. I did always want to put a record out, and I
did that, and more. As far as “making it” anynpre than‘that, my
standards aren’t that high.
Did the popularity of Tumblweed ever | bother you pcrsonally and
did it affect the way you Worked in the Zambian Goat Herders?
No, not at all. Flike the music, exccpl I know it’s not what I'd like
to do. That’s why I respect their decision to kick me out. What they
wzmted to.do wasn’t going lo suit me anyway Tlike it a bit harder,

~ abit faster.
‘Was it harder to achieve a separdte identity for youself in the
* Zambian Goat Herders? Local and metropolitan media would

refer to you.as the brother of the guys in Tumbleweed.
That helped. There’s no doubt that hefped.
Personally, it didn’t bother me because I'm proud to be |J1mr
brother. I'm proud of what they’ve done. It helped the Zambian
Goat Herders when people made that connection.

How do you see the Wollongong music scene as we go info
19952

It’s a hell of a lot healthier than it was, although I think a compar-
ison is futile. I think bands like Shifter, the Merkins, Beanbag,
Fulltab have got something that could appeal to particular people
for sure. Those bands are all different, and my taste doesn’t really
matter when answering this question.

I think some people, some audiences are starting to look out a bit,
for music beyond Sydney and other capital cities. They’re looking
further afield, and taking to bands that come from Wollongong,
Newcastle, or whatever, Bendigo. a bit more seriously.

What do you remember of Vic Vomit and the Varicose Veins?

It was 1985 when I was first in a band, that was with my elder
brother (Pat) and three best friends (David Formosa, John
Krajnovic, Nigel McTrustry). We were just guys who had grown
up together and at that time, really good music was hard+o find. I
remember when my brother brought home a Radio Birdman album,
and I was like fifteen, and it just opened my eyes so much. From
them, I discovered the Stooges and MC5. New York Dolls, early
Alice Cooper.

One of the guys bought a guitar, another bought a bass, another
bought a drumkit, my brother was a guitar player so we had a band.
We did Stooges, and some standard Sixties stuff as well as our own
songs. Looking back on it it was good but pretty tame. We played
parties because we couldn’t get a gig anywhere. They wanted the
latest Top 40 stuff. We couldn’t play that, even if we wanted to.

We did play Coniston Pub, and the Cabbage Tree Hotel. We'd
play there on off nights. like Wednesday or Sunday. That was Vic
Vomit and the Varicose Veins. The band names we had says some-
thing about our attitude, we’ve never taken it too seriously.

Vic Vomit and the Varicose Veins became the Mudfrogs. We
used to play with the original Unheard. After that, David, John and
Nige moved on.

What did you do then?

Well, Unheard (mk 2) had started, and two guys from the original
Unheard came along and we’d get together and jam and drink a
case of beer. That was our social life. Me and Tom and Les Dion,
and Rob Laurie, and we were called the Mojo Hands.

The University Talent Quest came up. It wasn’t as professional as
it is now. They had comedians, and they had this guy who got up
and sang ‘Crocodile Rock’ in a Peter Allen shirt. it was unreal!
Anyway, we got through to the final, and won the band section of
that. That was heaps of fun. We got a gig at the Ironworkers and
then we got a Dions’ bus and drove to Melbourne.

That made the front page of the lllawarra Mercury?

Fortunately I was at work and I wasn’t in the photo. We played
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the Cat Club in Geelong, and The Tote in Collingwood.

People say how good Mojo Hands were but I think that’s because
they didn’t get a chance to, get sick of us. We only played about
five gigs all up.

Mojo Hands just ended. T joined a band cailed The Unloved, who
played mainly in Sydney. We played in Wollongong once I think.
There’s a band happening now, called The Unloved, and I wonder
iffit’s a different incarnation of the same band.....

All these bands had to make their own gigs. People complain now
about no venues, back then there were none. We have a few more
venues now, and'a lot more bands than we had back then.

How do you look back on the Proton Energy Pills?

Obviously, the Mudhoney tour, the Dinosaur Jr. tour, working in
the studio with Jay Mascis were highlights. But other things, like
the first jam in the Wkrainian Club, it was like hey, I'm in a band
with my brothers! And that was unreal.

Being one of the first Wollongong bands, in that time, to play in
Sydney. Because we were too naive and stupid to know better. We
didn’t know that Wollongong bands weren’t cool so we didn’t care
about it. Pretty soon we’d established ourselves, we could rock as
hard as anybody, even though we shouldn’t have been established
because we didn’t live in Newtown.

Anyway, we thought we could come back to Wollongong and
hopefully change a few things here. But we couldn’t get a gig.
Weird, longhaired music is in now, but it wasn’t then.

Then once people saw us in the paper and stuff, they thought,
“Let’s get these guys™.

How do you look back on your short time with Tumbleweed?
I guess that was a turbulent time in all our lives. The Protons had
just split up, three quarters of the band were brothers and our father
had just died..... I really enjoyed the time I was in Tumbleweed and
the songs we did, only two of those were ever released, as the a and
b side of the first single. We played some other stuff, and they were

great songs.....

The other guys in the band saw a direction and decided I wasn’t a
part of that. It was hard to take at the time, but after a while..... I
now understand and respect their decision. Look at them now,
that’s their career, that’s what they want to do, and I don’t want it.

At the time it was really hard to take, it was really close to the
bone. In the beauty of retrospect, Jay and Rich had to do that, they
had to move on and that’s that.

the funny thing is that “Spacedog’, the b side of that single, is
probably the song I"'m most proud of in what I've done. I haven’t
got a copy of that single myself, I'll probably go to Waterfront and
they’Hl sell it to me for fifty dollars or something.

How did it feel o get Endorphin out?

It was the first time I was on.a CD.....

After Tumbleweed, I thought I probably wasn’t going to be doing
anything like that again. So it was nice to have something out in
that sense. I liked the CD. Still do.....

What were highlights with the Zambian Goat Herders?

The first gig in Melbourne was a really good one, when we
played at the Great Britain Hotel in Richmond or somewhere. That
was our first gig totally away from places relatively close to
Wollongong. It w mall place but it went really well.

Playing with bands important to me was great, like with Bodyjar.
Things like that were real highlights. We did a gig with All, which
was really good. but I preferred playing with Bodyjar. I guess it’s
because they’re really nice people, and we've become good friends
with them.

The writing of some of the songs. when we're jamming and stuff,
when something clicks. When something really clicks and you
know it, nothing beats that.

Do you think the audience that follows the Zambian Goat
Herders will stay loyal to the band?

I don’t know. I hope so. I haven’t heard the songs they’re done
without me. I wish them luck, I hope they do well. I hope they do
whatever they want to do, and do it well.

What are you going to do now?

Enjoy having a life. Enjoy being able to do what I want to do. The
bottom line is having more space.

I was doing a gig not so long ago. it was a good gig, really crowd-
ed, and I looked around myself and thought “What the hell am I
doing here?” I knew I didn’t want to do it anymore at that level.

P11 still have involvement through my job, because of the bands
that come through the Youth Centre. That involvement made me
feel a bit older as well. That role as a community worker with the
kids, I find it then hard to turn around and feel like I'm on the same
level when I'm in the band.

And there’s so many good younger bands at the moment, it’s like-
and this might sound wanky but who cares- leave it up to them
now.

DAVE WEBER
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Musicians Earplugs

Custom made vented earplugs
fo protect your ears

%
Contact the (o2 ¥ |
hearing aid specialists @!"l\“l ‘.l‘l mﬂl”“La
Shop 4 Crown Pavillion :’/’é‘/‘—']&ﬂl“" .._uivmn]l““,‘.‘ ER\R
104 Crown st Wollongong Y ‘W/ﬁfim!““-&l‘}{‘mp.-] Tl
Ph: (008) 802364 W 3y N TR RS

12 PDINNER MERT ¢ VEG- D\SHES FROM
m:mu 12~ 7'\@&»\(7?\“ AROUND THe WoRLD

FIREWORKS CAFE

OPENING HOURS
Friday 11.30 to 3pmSaturday 9 til Spm and then 7.30 til
late and Sunday 9 til 5.
Music every Saturday night 8pm on.
NEW coffee machine with
really yummy delicious coffee.

40 Moore St Austinmer

Cool recycled clothing for
girls, guys and kids.
91 BURELLI ST, W'GONG
273742

up from Supre,
the purple building

SATURDAY 11
SLOBPLANT & PUFFALUFIGA & OWENS DISCIPLES

SATURDAY 18
ZAMBIAN GOATHERDERS & BODYJAR & WC 5

SATURDAY 24
THE MAVIS'S & DINKY CRASH & FAT

LEVEL 1, 325 CROWN STREET, WOLLONGONG
THE ABOVE GIGS ARE ALL AGES

Julieanne Henry
26 CROWN STREET WOLLONGONG 2500
PH: (042) 258555
Unique Mexican gifts & homewareat affordable
prices large range of candles & candleabra, rugs
& floor cushions. Mexican glassware, artefacts &
much more.

Crystals *Tncense

S152 giwa.mu. a1 .mmﬁ;wﬁ UM 67 €

.
Tel (042) 68 3171

Locally made quality gifts and homewares

118 Crown St Wollongon
Lower Mall, next to Wesley Cﬁurch
(formerly Luna Artware)
ph 29 6361
Wrought iron candle holders and Candelabras,
handmade candles by two local companies,
beeswax candles, hand painted photo frames,
ceramic candle holders, hand painted glassware,
handmade books-cards-recycled paper-station-
ary, terracotta pots, pit fired pots, hand painted
plates, vases, raku masks, clay windchimes,
stained glass boxes and suncatchers, locally
made jewellery;earrings, crystals and semi pre-
cious pendants, bush furniture, recycled timer
mirrors, turned wood candle holders and bowls,
ceramic boxes and platters, painted light globes.
QVER 70 PAINTINGS, PRINTS AND
PHOTOGRAPHS ON DISPLAY

NOW OPEN




